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Introduction 


HE year 1920 not only had its own conditions and events, but it also 

marked the 300th anniversary of the Landing of the Pilgrim Fathers. 
Christian America particularly was alive to the importance and recognition of 
this event during the year. To the Pilgrim with the Book our country is pecu- 
liarly indebted for its character and worth. 


The American Bible Society fittingly took an active and in some measure 
2 leading part in forwarding the observance of this tercentenary, especially in 
connection with Mayflower Universal Bible Sunday, November 28th. 


But while the Society has its own valued link with the past, these pages 
are to endeavor to tell the Story of the work of 1920 alone. 


The object and activity of the year have been the same as those of its 
1104 predecessors—the wider circulation of the Scriptures. This may seem a 
simple work. But often the simple involves the complex. And the simple 
object of the circulation of the Bible has involved in its execution a wide 
‘variety of processes, methods, factors and activities. 


Eight topics, each two forming a related pair, will serve as an outline for 
the Story of this year: 


THE OPPORTUNITIES and THE RESPONSIBILITIES 
THE RESOURCES eee ATIC THE METHODS 
Tue DIFFICULTIES and THE ENCOURAGEMENTS 


Tue ACCOMPLISHMENTS and THE UNFINISHED TASKS 


: This issue of the annual Story, radically curtailed in favor of busy readers, 
departs from its predecessors in not dealing with the Agencies separately. But 
-one who has read in full the reports of the year from the twenty Agencies and 
‘the Correspondents, covering the United States, Latin America, parts of Europe, 
and the great mission fields of Asia, Africa, and the Islands of the Seas, has had 
oecasion to realize the wealth of material and inspiration in them. 


Much must be left unreported. For brevity there will be some bare state- 
ments, unsupported by illustrative proof. But every statement which follows 
is based on some fact or incident in the Annual Report of 1920 which will 


soon be available for distribution. 


| 
: = 
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Opportunities 
DEMAND that continued to exceed the supply constituted the great 


opportunity of 1920. 


was for the Scriptures in the languages of Europe. 


In the United States, the chief unsupplied demand 


In other jands, it was for 


the Scriptures in the languages of the country. 


European Languages: What an oppor- 
tunity must exist when a single group of in- 
dustrial workers, in these hard times, save 
$4,000 and place that amount with the Ameri- 
can Bible Society that it may make the 
plates to give them the Bible in their own 
Roumanian tongue! What must be the desire 
for the Scriptures when a young husband, 
with the ready consent of his wife, gives to 
the Society his note for $1,000, his share from 
the sale of his father’s estate, to encourage 
the Society to produce the Bible in his tongue 
for his fellow-Slovaks in the United States? 
This is the opportunity of personally felt need. 


Americanization: There is also the op- 
portunity created by industrial, social, and 
political conditions—the urgent need for the 
safety and future of our land and of our chil- 
dren; for the spread of sane ideas and right- 
eous living toward which, by general consent, 
no one thing can contribute more than the 
circulation and reading of the Bible. The 
Bible is the greatest known Americanizing 
factor in these days when the Americanization 
of the foreign element is recognized as a vital 
need of the hour. The public press and the 
BIBLE Society REcorD have borne frequent 
and unequivocal testimony of leaders in polit- 
ical and industrial life to this fact. 

Consider this picture from the iron range 
of Minnesota: 

Inside of two hours, besides meeting people of other 
tongues, I spoke at length and endeavored to leave a 
special and helpful message with people of eight 
nationalities. They were a Bulgarian, a Bolshevik 
shoemaker, a French girl, a Finnish restaurant owner 
and family, a Slovenian butcher, a Jewish housewife, 


a Western-American business man, a Croatian, and 
an Italian. 


Reaction on Homelands: A happy op- 
portunity and augury is revealed in the re- 
ports emanating from many points, that these 
same foreign-born are seeking the Scriptures 
in their own languages to send them back 
to their homelands in order that the home 
folk may experience their enlightening and 
liberating power. What an opportunity, and 
responsibility, for America to have these 
Scriptures available when thus sought! 


Whole Bible: The demand for the Scrip- 
tures takes various phases in various places 


and years. But one phenomenon of 1919 has 
continued in 1920, and spread more widely 
throughout the world—it is the call for com- 
plete Bibles. Here it comes from a colored 
mammy, who “‘just wants the whole Bible”; 
again, it is the demand of a man wearied and 
estranged by the competitions of denomina- 
tions and wishing to study the Bible “with- 
out note or comment,” himself; again, it is 
a call for a reinstatement of the family 
Bible and worship; and still again it is a 
call that the book retake its place in the pub- 
lic schools. 

Down in Mexico, across the waters in the 
West Indies, from far Siam and China and 
the Philippines, the same call for the com- 
plete Bible is reported, with the glad explana- 
tion that it is the outcome of the past wide: 
sowing of Portions. Does this opportunity 
not spell responsibility for Christian America? 


Destitute Regions: There is also the op- 
posite opportunity. That arising from desti- 
tute regions, where souls are still ignorant of 
the gospel. Nor are these all abroad. A 
colored worker appeals on behalf of a region 
where there is “‘neither church nor Sunday 
school nor Y. M. C. A., nor any organization, 
for the uplift of the people.” And similar 
tales come from other sections of our country. 
Many of those who come from Europe prove 
never to have known the Bible. 

And what of such cities as Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, with 350,000 people and ‘“‘no open 
store where Scriptures are on sale??? What 
of Rio de Janeiro with her 1,150,000; Buenos 
Ayres with her 1,600,000; great states like 
Ecuador, Bolivia, and Peru, hardly touched 
as yet by the Bible distributer, though col- 
porteurs have traversed them for years; giant 
China with her hundreds of millions where 
one sub-Agent asserts he could have disposed 
of 2,000,000 more copies in 1920 beyond those 
made available for him? | 


New Fields and Conditions: A state, 
as for example Alabama, passes a law rein- 
stating the Bible in the public school and 
thereby presents an opportunity. The So- 
ciety’s representative has not the means to 
respond. What is Christian America’s re- 
sponsibility ? 


‘* 


e 


i) 
\ 
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Greece, from which the Bible in modern 
(Greek had long been debarred, is now open to 
it through action of the statesman Venizelos 
vwhile still in power. The .door is open in 
(Constantinople and Turkey, as not before the 
ywar; and Bulgaria, rising from her reverses, 
iis specially open to, and welcoming, the Scrip- 
itures. Cuba, suffering from a tremendous 


i reaction of war-inflated prices, is fulfilling the 
{Scripture prophecy that “they call on Jeho- 


‘yah in their trouble.” 
The Virgin Islands, by their alignment with 
ithe United States; the Philippines, by the 
transfer of all Bible work to our Society; the 
_ Japanese in the Hawaiian Islands, during the 
year brought under the Pacific Agency; the 
Tai people newly reached from the Siam 
Agency—such are some of the new fields 
within our Agencies offering large oppor- 
tunities. 

The war-stricken people of Central Europe, 
long debarred by politico-religious influences 
from obtaining the Scriptures, now, on the 
one hand freed from such restrictions, and on 
the other feeling the pressure of their afflic- 
tions, are turning to God and seeking the 
solace and guidance of his Word. For an 
example, Turkish restrictions have been super- 
seded by the more liberal attitude of the new 
régimes in Georgia, Aberjian, Armenia, Syria, 
and Palestine. Such are some of the long- 
desired opportunities which are begotten by 
new conditions. 


The Solitary: The prodigality of God as 
pictured by Christ suggests another and un- 
limited opportunity ever with us. The sower 
sows the seed. Some he knows will fall on 
stony ground; some on shallow soil; some 
among thorns; some will be carried away by 
the birds of the air; but he keeps on sowing, 
sowing, sowing. So must we. The increase 
is of God. 

“You give me a Bible! Do you really mean it? 
Oh, praise the Lord!’’ exclaimed a colored widow 
standing at her washtub when, on learning of her 


longing for a Bible and inability to buy, the col- 
porteur gave her one. 


Requests for Scriptures come in an unceas- 


Some have Bibles and are happy. 
Some have not, and are asking. 
Who is to supply? 
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ing stream to the Bible House and to the 
Agency offices. Back of each is some story; 
sometimes known, sometimes unknown. One 
day a letter arrived after a long journey from 
a far Western home. A hesitating request 
for a large-print Testament and Psalms, with 
the modest qualification ‘‘a shop-worn book 
would do for us,” was immediately granted. 
And this is the story which developed: 

Severe illness and the foreclosing of a mortgage 
had driven a childless couple from their comfortable 
farm in the Empire State. Seeking a new home, they 
had journeyed west and taken a claim in the far 
Rockies. Unacquainted with conditions, they dis- 
covered the claim was but a little cup in the moun- 
tains. The husband and wife, alone, along in years, 
had to clear with a grub hoe every foot on the few 
acres that could be reduced to cultivation. They had 
to make their own rough road on the mountain side to 
their nearest neighbor, three miles away. The near- 
est-town was 8 miles; the nearest railway, 25 miles. 
The nearest post office, 80 miles. In the long 
winter the wife saw no one save her husband. Fruit 
and growing vegetables were killed last year by an 
untimely severe frost three nights in succession in 
late May. Two dry years were followed last year 
also by a long summer’s drought. Under these cir- 
cumstances, they were facing another solitary long 
winter. What a picture of loneliness and courage! 
Such were some, but not all, of the conditions which 
had left them utterly unable to buy even the large- 
print Testament they needed. Failing eyesight had 


left them unable to read the Bible they had. Hence 
the request. 


And this was but one of the countless op- 
portunities of the year which came to the 
workers of the American Bible Society to 
bring light and joy to the solitary. 


S. O. S. calls: Typical of another form of 
opportunity have been the S. O. S. calls from 
the lonely outpost Christians disturbed over 
the spiritual welfare of others, and yearning 
for the Scriptures to give to those who 
had neither church nor Sunday school nor 
any Christian privilege, and too often cared 
not. 

_Yes, the supply of the Word to the solitary, 
to the hungry, the neglected, the forlorn, the 
careless, is a great opportunity. Dr. Alex- 
ander of Princeton, once asked about his 
sabbath day’s work, said, ‘‘It was a great day 
of God; I-saw a soul come to Christ.” 
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Responsibilities 
ON the Society rests a responsibility unlike and unparalleled by that of any 


organization in the United States, commercial or altruistic. 


Created and 


maintained by Christian America for the circulation of the Word of God, which 


is the seed of the kingdom, it is thereby responsible for the supply of this seed. 


To 


it, in a very real way, have been committed the oracles of God. The thoughtful 
will realize what a very large responsibility this is from a mere outline. It means: 


PRODUCTION 

1. Keeping the supply up in quantity and 
quality. 

2. Keeping the price down. 

3. Maintaining a supply in the languages 
wanted. 

4. Putting the Scriptures into languages 
and dialects yet unsupplied. 

5. Maintaining pure text and accurate 
printing in all languages. 

6. Keeping revisions up to the standard. 


Impressive as this list may be, it will fail 
to convey the full force of the responsibilities 
to any save those who have detailed knowl- 
edge of what is involved.. True, the supply 
of but one book is involved. This may seem 
greatly to simplify the task. But the cata- 
logue of the Society in 1920 offered 1,442 dif- 
ferent editions (languages, types, binding and 
paper) of this one book. 


Then there are the responsibilities created 
by special opportunities and specific openings. 
Every opportunity is not necessarily a re- 
sponsibility. But every responsibility is an 
opportunity. 


Many of the opportunities already men- 
tioned could easily be classed as responsibili- 
ties. For example, that of Americanization, 
which involves not simply the supplying of 


Secretary Morgan of the South- 
S western Agency 


distributing Spanish Scriptures to the Mexi- 
cans in the bread line at the government 
ration depot, when Mexican laborers had 
flocked across the border in larger ‘numbers 
than could find work : 


indifferent to it. 


DISTRIBUTION 


7. Meeting calls for Scriptures in differ- 
ent countries and languages. 

8. Meeting the need of sections. 

9. Meeting the need of classes. 

10. Making Scriptures available where they 
are wanted. 

11. Making Scriptures available where they 
are needed, though not consciously 
wanted. 

12. Reaching the destitute and lonely. 


the Bibles in the many languages needed, but 
includes the eager, persistent activity of in- 
dividual workers, employed and voluntary, to 


bring the truth of the gospel attractively and 


effectively before those ignorant of and often 


The Agencies: What responsibility lies in 


the mere fields which constitute the Agencies! 


For example: 

The Agency for the West Indies embraces Cuba, 
Porto Rico, Haiti, Dominican Republic, the French 
Islands of Martinique and Guadeloupe, and Vene- 
zuela. The territory of this Agency covers an area 
of 472,006 miles and comprises a population of 
10,549,700 inhabitants. Of this population 6,500,000 
are white, and 4,049,700 are colored. 


New Conditions: There is the responsi- 
bility created by new conditions,’ resulting 
from the world war, the awakening of peoples 
not only in Central Europe and Asia, but in 
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Latin America, and Africa, and the Islands 
se) the Seas, rudely upsetting old habits of 
life and thought and stirring new aspirations. 


The Blind: On this Society rests the great 
‘responsibility of producing the Scriptures for 
‘the blind, whose number is increasing in our 
country, especially among the soldiers injured 
‘in the recent war, and for whom there is no 
-other organization existing which prints dis- 
ttinctly religious lit- 
e erature, 


Sections and 
( Classes: Illustra- 
itive of the respon- 
esibility for sections 
sand classes of our 
; population, let us 
(call a few sentences 
:and facts from the 
1 reports: 

Mountaineers, mi- 
imers, and saw-mill 
|} laborers of Arkansas, 
must have the Bible 
taken to them. 

There are counties 
as large as states with- 
, out a single store with 
Bibles. 

It is estimated that 
there are in Texas about 
600,000 Mexicans, 300,- 
000 Germans, 100,000 
Bohemians, 30,000 Ital- 
ians, 25,000 Scandina- 
vians. 

“The Bible is a Syriac 
textbook. The only Sy- 
riac literature available 
in the United States 
aside from two or three 
cheap newspapers. And 
we must get it to those 
people in this their day 
of need and loneliness” 
is another typical word. 


The Mexican In- 


_ Missouri, and the 
| provided another group responsibility.” 


vasion “through 
the influx of cheap 
Mexican labor, es- 
pecially in Texas, 
but reaching up into 
the mining and lumber regions of Tennessee, 
further Northwest, has 


Nor is it always and only the poor and 
ignorant. ‘‘The cultured and influential class 
must not be neglected,” is a reminder of the 
year from the West Indies. 


Catch this picture from Siam: 

It took four colporteurs three months to find the 
hamlets and visit all the families of the mountain Yao. 
Their hearts are easily reached, though their bodies 
are hidden away in almost inaccessible and ever- 
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Secretary and Mrs. Robert Irwin, of the Siam Agency, 
and Professor and Mrs. Newell Perry at School for 
the Blind, at Berkeley, California 


Professor Perry assisted in the preparation of the Scriptures in 
Siamese for the blind 
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changing nooks. They are probably a treasure hid in 
the hills and, not unlikely, they will prove a second 
Christian force equal to the Karen people. Ameri- 
cans who read about the sturdy backward moun- 
taineers of Tennessee and Kentucky will have no 
trouble in accompanying these colporteurs, as day 
after day they follow the winding trails, often sleep- 
ing between fires to protect them from prowling 
tigers, and will rapidly imagine the welcome they 
receive when they find a hamlet—after the villagers 
satisfy themselves that the colporteurs are safe men. 
Daylight often discovers colporteurs and villagers 
conversing over the 
Scriptu res—eager to 
pass on and to learn 
the gospel story. 


What an opportu- 
nity and what a 
responsibility ! 


Specific cases: 
Responsibilities 
there are, such as 
that pictured by 
Willard Price in the 
Christian Heraid 
about the descend- 
ants of the old Incas, 


the people whose fabu- 
lous wealth and re- 
markable civilization 
were recounted by Pi- 
zarro, and who were 
crushed into slavery 
and penury{jby this 
same Pizarro and the 
conquistadores. Dear 
word ‘‘slave’” is mild 
in this case. They are 
threefold slaves: relig- 
ious slaves, the slaves 
of ignorance, and eco- 
nomic slaves. Marriage 
is a luxury which only 
the well-to-do can af- 
ford, when the priests 
charge a minimum fee 
of $8 for the ceremony 
and the groom earns 
only a few cents a day. 
Tf a child is not’ bap- 
tized, the priest de- 
clares it to be cast into 
outer darkness, and the 
fee is fixed at a little 
more than the applicant 
can afford. Only one 
out of every thousand 
of the Indians of Bolivia can read. The slave owners 
object that schooling will ‘‘spoil” the Indians, give 
them ‘‘foolish notions,” make them “feel above their 
work.” 

Mr. Price closes his article with the words: 


This land of the sky, raised aloft in the heaven of 
twinkling stars, is without the light of the Star of 
Bethlehem. More of the exports of this part of the 
world come to the United States than go to any other 
country. The United States can send one gift in 
return that will more than repay for all that is re- 
ceived—the Bible—a book containing a message 0 
new freedom for those enslaved descendants of a 


eonce great and free empire. 
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ANERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLES IN ALL LANGUAGES | 


The Bible depot at one of the evangelistic campaigns of 
the Rev. Wm. A. Sunday 


Special Occasions: To this Society 
comes the call, creating a responsibility, 
that Scriptures be available for distribu- 
tion in connection with evangelistic cam- 
paigns, such as that of Sherwood Eddy in 
Egypt, or “‘Billy’’ Sunday in America; and 
again on such occasions as the World’s 
Sunday-School Convention at Tokyo. 


The Lonely: Out on the desert, forty 
miles from the nearest town, a colporteur 
in New Mexico found a man nearly 68 
years old, who had never touched the Bible; 
with two sons of 18 and 15, the nearest 
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| 
neighbor 20 miles away, the wife and | 
mother dead a year before. 

Long and late the four sat about the 
rough table, while the humble, faithful 
colporteur told them of the great friend, 
and led them kneeling in prayer, to their 
Saviour. When he left the next morning 
the father, grasping his hand and strug- 
gling to keep back the tears, said, as he 
turned toward the silent mound nearby, 
‘Oh, if you only could have come before 
she went.” 


‘“To-morrow is pay day. They know 
‘me. Many look for me. I must be 
there,’’ are words of a colporteur among 
the colored people, indicative of the sense 
of responsibility which inspires our work- 
ers generally to load their pack of books 
on their backs and tramp long distances, 
often in a futile, sometimes in a danger- 
ous expedition. One such, missing his path 
as twilight drew on, found himself in a 
swamp with the mud up to his knees and 
the grass above his head. Stung by myriads 
of mosquitoes and gnats, worn by hours of 
struggle and almost succumbing, he yet 
struggled on for the sake of those whom he © 
would serve, until, finally, he was saved by the 
rays of a distant light caught through the 
woods, and found those he sought. 


Yes, the destitute and lonely constitute a 
responsibility on, and accepted by, our work- | 
ers the world over. 


Miss Maurer and Japanese children at Angel Island, the immigrant 
station at San Francisco 
The American Bible Society is at work for the Japanese not only in Japan. It is 


at work not only for adults and prisortrs. 


It believes in starting the young right 


| 
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Resources 
@)vEX against these heavy responsibilities are the wonderful resources which 
stand back of the Society and its workers. 


God 

Back of God’s Word is God. ‘“‘We have 
mever experienced a greater consciousness of 
the divine aid”’ is the reverent tribute of one 
‘Agency Secretary, echoed both at home and 
abroad. The record of the year has been 
full of evidences of his presence and guidance 
iand power. 


The Bible 


The other superhuman resource has been 
|The Book. Greatasare the responsibilities and 
opportunities of the 
“Society, still greater 
tis this asset. The 
‘longer one is asso- 
cciated with the 
‘work, and the fuller 
‘one’s appreciation of 
tthe opportunities 
sand responsibilities, 
ithe more does he 
| become conscious of 
ithe fact that none 
‘of these could be 
:met but for this 
| book—the greatest 
i tangible possession 
/of the human race. 
' There are those who 
' decry its inherent 


groups of believers formed in three other places 
further up in the mountains. An audience of 60 
gathered to be instructed by the visiting missionary, 
one entire family coming a day and a half on foot to 
be present. 


A moslem in Egypt told a colporteur: 


“Since I bought the Bible from you I continued 
to read it. It has changed my life and caused me to 
know about Jesus and confess him as my Saviour.” 


For the last three years, reports from Japan 
have told of the Scripture distribution in the 
civil jails, with the consent and aid of the 
authorities. Two letters from released pris- 
oners form a part of 
the fruit and report 
B} of 1920. One trans- 
‘ ‘4| lated runs: 

: From the beginning 
of my reading, it seemed 
to me every sentence 
pointed the Good Way. 
For the first time I felt 
that bad men like my- 
self should turn over a 
new leaf. Somehow it 
became easy to observe 
the rules. The officers 
began to put confidence 
inme. I became like a 
man bornagain. Since 
my return home the 
church in this com- 
munity has shown me 
much kindness, and I 
have been more and 
more confirmed in the 


HOLY BIBLE 


‘power. It is said [he Bible which President Roosevelt ‘‘always kept at his belief of Christ. 


‘that even a minister hand on the reading stand in the north room at Saga- 


has taken exception more Hill” 


The other tells of 


Presented by the Harvard Republican Club. Published by the American how from bad to 


to the frequent meni- Bible Society. Is it not-a notable testimony to the place the Bible had 
tion, in the litera- with this great American that a political organization should select it to 


worse his deeds had 


present on his inauguration as Vice-President of the United States of landed him in prison 


ture of the Society, ‘America? See page 136 

of the effect of the 

unaided Scriptures on individuals and com- 
munities. Yet, as in New Testament times, 
we can but tell that which our eyes have 
seen and our ears have heard. No story of 
the year 1920 would be complete or true, if 
it did not again record some of the many 


‘illustrations of this very fact. And, as 
| this fact is the more notable when it comes 


from non-Christian lands, we take our illus- 


' trations this year simply from them: 


In Colombia, an American missionary, on a Six 
weeks’ horseback missionary trip up into the moun- 
tains, found a Christian ranch owner. Three years 
before he had secured a Bible and given himself to its 
study. Asa result, the entire family were converted. 
Self-educated and a fluent speaker, he is giving him- 
self, in season and out of season, to spread the gospel 
message. Through his influence there are already 


and then, 


One day I received a Testament from the Bible 
Society. By reading this book, light broke in on my 
soul. I was terribly convicted of sin. At the same 
time, through this very book, I found Christ, who 
saved-me. Since leaving prison I have been working 
in a factory and have been wonderfully kept from evil 
ways. I am unspeakably thankful to God for his 
saving mercy. aaa 


Several are reported this year from China. 
Here are two: 

“Lin Wen Yuan is pastor of a Methodist Church at 
Chentsu Chen, China, with 200 members, and some- 
times the church cannot accommodate the congrega- 
tion. He is venerated by all. The secret? Over 30 
years ago, on a rainy day, a stray Gospel and he were 
brought together.” ; 

A pilgrim bought a Gospel from colporteurs at 
Nan Yoah Shan (a sacred mountain) and returned 
home. Without other help than this gospel story, 
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led by the Holy Spirit, he and his whole family turned 
to God and embraced Christianity. So consistent 
was his life that, when the mission workers eventually 
visited his village, all the people told them, ‘‘ Mr. So 
and So believes your teaching.”’ 

Yes, ‘‘the Bible is a storehouse of ideals 
and a seed plot of ideas. It starts ideas, and 
ideas are as impossible to control as the 
wind,’ as Mr. Irwin, of Siam, says in com- 
menting on this very fact. It is the Word 
of God. If it were not, there would be no 
Bible Society. There would not, and there 
could not, be interest or reason enough for the 
circulation of any mere book, however valuable 
in itself, for a Society to be organized and 
maintained for over a hundred years in the 
interest of its circulation. The Bible is fun- 
damental to the spiritual life of the individual, 
to the existence of the church, and to the 
welfare and progress of society and civiliza- 
tion. It is the great resource of the Society 
which exists to distribute it. 


Past Inheritance 


We would not forget the rich resources of 
the Society from its past, both in inheritance 


and in accomplishment; the confidence they © 


engender, the background and guidance they 
afford. ; 


The Bible House Treasures 


The old-fashioned, red-brick Bible House, 
with its wonderful achievements and _ its 
almost priceless stock of plates of Scriptures 
in many languages, is a further invaluable 
resource. The replacement value of these 
plates alone is estimated at $1,000,000. Not 
many, perhaps, know that in this same red- 
brick Bible House are constantly carried 
great stocks of printed sheets as well as of 
bound volumes, ready to meet emergent and 
large calls. In 1920 the value of this stock 
and of paper in hand was over $500,000. 
On the shelves of the handsome hall of the 
Board of Managers are. Scriptures in 333 
languages and dialects. 


Officers and Staff 


_ With all due modesty, these may be men- 
tioned as a valuable asset. The Society has 
had the diligent and devoted thought and 
effort of men and women with large vision 
and deep interest in the progress of the king- 
dom. Full reports on changes in officers and 
staff having been made during the year in the 
literature of the Society, there is call here for 
but the briefest record. 


BIBLE SocrETy RECORD 


Volume 66 


faithful. His death, after 35 years of service, 
was felt widely throughout the circle of the 
Society’s friends. 

Rev. Gilbert Darlington, who had been 
chosen Assistant Treasurer on June 3rd, be- 
came Treasurer on October 7th. The Rev. 
C. A. McAlpine was added to the head- 
quarters’ staff during the year as director of 
publicity, especially associated with General 
Secretary Mann. 

There were no deaths among the Vice- 
Presidents or among the Managers, but the 
Society lost the valuable assistance of the 
Rev. William P. Bruce, D.D., a member of the 
Committee on Anniversaries, most faithful in 
attendance at the meetings of the Board and 
of that committee, and one who had served 
the Reformed Church in America in varied 
and important capacities. The Rev. Henry 
A. Buttz, D.D., long a valuable member of 
the Committee on Versions, and formerly 
President of Drew Theological Seminary, and 
honored minister of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, also died during the year. 


Additions: The list of Vice-Presidents was 
increased by the addition of Governors Henry 
J. Allen, Kan., and Frank O. Lowden, IIL; 
Senator Wesley L. Jones, Wash.; and Messrs. 
Wilbur P. Manley, Iowa, George Warren 
Brown, Mo., Frank A. Horne, N. Y., Herman 
J. Schafer, Mo., and J. L. Blair, Ohio. 

To the Board of Managers were added 
Paul R. Towne, Arthur L. Brown, Henry 
Woodwood Sackett, and Miss Ellen McLean. 

In connection with valuable services ren- 


dered- on Chinese Scriptures, the Rev. Spen- | 


cer Lewis, D.D., and Revs. F. W. Baller, 
E. E. Aiken, and C. W. Allen, were elected 
Honorary Life Members of the Society. 


Advisory Committee 


A new and increasingly valuable resource 
of the Society is the Advisory Committee, 
composed of representatives of the various 
denominations which recognize the work of 
the Bible Society as a part of their own. The 
committee met with the Committee on the 
Budget of the Board of Managers, considered 


estimates submitted by the various Agencies _ 


and by the headquarters staff, and recom- 
mended to the Board of Managers appro- 
priations for the ensuing year. Representa- 


tives for 1920 were appointed to this com-— 


mittee by the African Methodist Episcopal, 


African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Christian, 


Church of the Brethren, Congregational, 
Evangelical Association, Methodist Episcopal, 


Changes: The change most affecting the 
work of the Society occurred on July 1st in 
the death of the honored Treasurer, William 
Foulke, a Christian gentleman, gracious and 


. Methodist Episcopal South, Methodist Pro- 
testant, Presbyterian. U.S. A., Presbyterian 
U.S., Protestant Episcopal, Reformed in 
America, and the United Brethren, churches. 
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Secretaries’ Conference 


An older and also a valuable resource of 
the Society is the annual Secretaries’ Con- 
€erence. One was held in January, 1920, with 
all the Home Agency Secretaries present and 
‘the Secretaries of the Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Vermont, and Mary- 
dand Bible Societies. The business manager 
»0f the Massachusetts Bible Society was also 
ypresent, as were the Agency Secretaries of 
\Mexico and Korea, 
ptogether with the 
theadquarters staff. 
“Sessions lasting overt 
‘three days were held 
3and matters of com- 
rmon interest both 
nas to policy and 
r practice were profit- 
pably discussed. 


The Workers 


The Society has 
fbeen fortunate in 
t both the quality and 
«quantity of service 
fit has received from 
t the rank and file of 
hits workers. We 
| take time and space 

to give glimpses of 
ka few as samples. 
The descriptions are 
| by the Agency Sec- 
+ fetaries, who know 
| them and their work. 
Others are men- 
tioned in other parts 
of this ‘‘Story.”’ 


Colporteur Benson is 
' one of the men on our 
staff 100 per cent effi- 
cient. It is indeed tragic 


with the spirit of serv- 

ice and sacrifice. He 

leaves no stone unturned in trying to place the 
Blessed Book in every home. 


Mr. John Gay celebrated his 20th anniversary as 
a worker in our Society. Acquainted with several lan- 
guages, he is especially adapted to our polyglot popula- 
tion. He has encountered ridicule, physical violence, 
and priestly opposition, butnevershirks a difficult task. 

Mr. Young has just passed his 70th birthday, but 
‘is still hale and hearty. He has been working con- 
tinuously for 52 years, beginning when a student in 


_ Cumberland University, working Saturdays and vaca- 


tions to help pay his way through college. He has 
worked for the Society in seven states, and estimates 
that he has distributed 748,000 copies of the Scrip- 
tures. What a marvelous sowing of the Word of 
God for one life! Who can estimate the wonderful 
harvest from such a sowing. What a mighty force for 
good one man may be if he links himself with forces 
that are omnipotent! 


Mr. Morgan has been in the habit of sending back 
one half of his salary, ‘‘to be used where most needed.” 


Rev. F. K. Ringsmuth has served the American 
Bible Society for many years in many places. He 
speaks seven languages and understands the foreigner, 
especially the infidel and the anarchist. 


Then follow some striking illustrations of 
his tact and success under trying circum- 
stances and touched with not a little of the 
spice of life, for example: 

An Italian, who exalted Trotzky, said, ‘‘There is 
no God. Nobody has 
ever seen him. I do 
not believe in anything 
Icannot see.” “Say,” 
I returned, ‘‘did you 
ever see your brain?’ 
““No,”’ said he. ‘‘ There- 
fore you have not any,” 
I answered. 


Imettwo Lithuanians 
who were drunk. Dur- 
ing the conversation in 
which I reasoned with 
them, one said: ‘‘You 
talk better than the 
priest.’’ And the other 
retorted, ‘Yes, but 
this one speaks of hell, 
while the priest talks 
of heaven.”  ‘‘Sure,”’ 
said the first; ‘‘but we 
must pay the priest for 
it, and this fellow gives 
us all this for nothing.” 
Ie Werte nie tiene tiny; 
thoughtful and per- 
plexed as to which was 
a better thing—heaven 
bought of a priest, or 
hell as a free gift. 

“Sunshine Bible 
Man” is the title ac- 
corded to another—Mr. 
Bowie. He and his de- 
voted wife, in part at 
their own expense, using 
their own Ford and 
carrying with them a 
camping outfit, have 
traveled from the north- 


to read the letters filled William Foulke, 1847-1920 west corner of Idaho 


through Montana, Wy- 

oming, Colorado, and 
Kansas, into Missouri and back again. He loves and 
reveres the Bible. For to him the gospel message 
came in the midst of sinful living—the despair of 
friends and loved ones, almost’ an outcast—through 
a little Testament given him by a colporteur. ‘“‘It 
was through the printed word that I found my 
Saviour. That is why for all these years I have done 
my best to scatter the Book that did so much for me.’’ 


In Brazil, 


Augusto Dutro Pereira has become well known 
through his field, has formed many strong friend- 
ships, and is welcomed into many homes and given 
hospitalities free of charge, as he travels over an 
extensive section of country served by four railroad 
lines, and also ministers to several small churches 
otherwise unprovided. — 


A blind young man [also in, Brazil] led by a boy, 
goes about offering the Word of God and telling the 


A Christian worker comes across such homes as thas 
and wants to know whether we can send Scriptures 
for them. Who will, rf we do not? 


people of his own happy experience in the light of life 
that has come into his heart, 


From the Levant, where-colporteur service 
has led to imprisonment and hardship and 
utter separation from the family in some cases 
for one year and a half without word from 
them, now comes word that with the return 
of better conditions these very colporteurs 
are again offering their services. Such is 
their devotion to the work. 

In Siam, Kam..Noi and Elder Ta made 
a tour of three months in a distant and dif- 
ficult region and used just five sentences in 
telling of their experiences to the Agency 
Secretary, who remarks: © 

It is about the amount the Book of Acts uses to 
tell of St. Paul’s travels into distant countries. They 
had not thought that they are missionary heroes and 


regard their work as commonplace, just as soldiers 
in the trenches do. 


From Japan comes the pictures of a per- 
sistent night worker, who in rain and cold 
faithfully goes about a section of Tokyo 
where night is turned to day, distributing 
the Book and reaping some rich fruit. 


Clientele 


Life Members and Life Directors: The 
Society is rich in its clientele. During the 
year Life Members increasingly have shown 
that they consider this relation as one of life 
interest and not of life exemption. The Life 
Member family is the largest distinct group 
of those supporting our work and was in- 
creased by 143 during the year, besides 6 new 
Life Directors. One having reached the 
Psalmist’s limit _of three-score years and ten, 
considered his Life Membership had expired, 
and therefore sent $100 to constitute himself 
a Life Member for another period! 


Auxiliaries: Auxiliaries form another loyal 
and helpful factor. Not a few of them have 
rendered valuable assistance over a century. 
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Cordial relations and co-operation exist be- 
tween the American Bible Society and the | 
large state Societies, such as Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, and Maryland. The latter of which 
made a further payment of $7,500 during the 
year on the Bible House dt Cristobal, which 
it is giving the “‘parent Society.”” The oldest 
Bible Society in America—the Pennsylvania 
—forms the backbone of the Atlantic Agency, 
as the Virginia and California Bible Societies 
do of the South Atlantic and Pacific Agencies 
respectively. The Brooklyn and Young Men’s 
Bible Society of Cincinnati supply the ad- 
visory committees of the Eastern and Central 
Agencies also. Of the 150 county and local 
Bible Societies, the Westchester County Bible 
Society made the largest contribution—$2,400 
—for the world work of the American. Bible 
Society. 

The purpose of these Auxiliaries is two- 
fold: to provide needed Scriptures in their 
territory, and to contribute to the world work 
of the American Bible Society. 


Denominations: The placing of the work 
of the American Bible Society on the regular 
budgets of several denominations has been an 
important development in the resources of. 
the year. Action was taken making the re- 
lationship an official one by the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. A.; the Presbyterian Church, - 
U.S.; and the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The Reformed Church in America, 
the Congregational, the Methodist Protes- 
tant, the Reformed Church in the U. S., and 
the Church of the Brethren, each placed the 
Society in its budget program in one form or 
another. Inthe Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the Methodist Episcopal Church South, 
the Society has enjoyed a very intimate official 
relationship for many years. Such denomina- 
tional support means that these communions 
are increasingly becoming a vital factor in the 
life of the Society. 


Churches: The number of churches con- 
tributing is steadily increasing, and the 
amount of contributions happily is also stead- 
ily increasing. The churches in mission 
fields, especially in Mexico, West Indies, | 
La Plata, Siam, China, and the Philippines, 
are also forming the habit of contributing to 
ns work which means so much in their own 
ives. > 


Individuals: Individuals are also happily 
a growing factor in the resources of the 
Society. ; 
Their contributions are increasing. But 
even more important are their voluntary “a 


tivities in the circulation of the Scriptures. 
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|The year’s reports are full of stimulating 
‘examples. Only a few can be given. 


S. K. Didriksen travels over the state of 
|Wisconsin and the southern part of Minne- 
ssota for a woolen house, but does much 
yvolunteer work for the Society as he goes 
cover his territory. Here is a glimpse: 

Since last June I have traveled by auto in Wiscon- 
¢ sin for-my business and at the same time represented 
ithe American Bible Society as I had opportunity, 
(carrying catalogues and samples of Bibles with me, 
sand taking orders where 
i there was a chance; calling 
‘ on residing pastors, and on 
{ Sundays, where there was 
; anopening, speaking as rep- 
: resentative of the Society. 

I estimate I have traveled 
3,000 to 4,000 miles and 
visited 2,000 homes, calling 
on farmers as I traveled 
the roads. In Minnesota, 
in November, I made 
about 500 visits in house- 
to-house work mostly 
among the domestics, but 
also with families. 


William Kowalik was 
the linguistic colpor- 
teur reported last year 
as lost to the work of 
the Northwestern 
Agency because: 


“We could not continue to 
pay him $70 per month to 
sell Bibles in nine lan- 
guages and he was snapped 
up by an insurance com- 
pany at $200 a month.” 
But his heart is in Bible 
work. While selling insur- 
ance he is constantly 
“talking up”’ the Bible. 


tures a month. 


From the Southwest- than he sold, but experience has shown the wisdom of charging 
a reasonable price. : 4 1 

erm Agency comes the read, marked, learned, and inwardly digested. 

testimony: 


“Correspondents were willing to work for very little 
compensation, and volunteers (those who accept no 
remuneration whatsoever for their service) came to 
our aid in surprising numbers.” 

The Pacific Agency sends testimony from 
Mr. Murphy, who made a special cam- 
paign in the Hawaiian Islands, about the vol- 
unteer assistance rendered not only by 
missionaries, Japanese pastors, and Christian 
workers, but also by Japanese teachers and 
individuals who frequently purchased consid- 
erable supplies of Scriptures for their own free 
distribution among their fellow-Japanese. 


And here are a few examples of what is 
being done by individual volunteers: 
A Christian sectionman, despite the taunts of 
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Colporteur W. A. Young 


“He has sold Bibles in Tennessee, 


Missouri, 


tucky, Texas, Oklahoma, E 
peat Mt t ndred dollars’ worth of Scrip- 


now sells about three or four hu 
When he began, 


Books purchased are more certain to be 


125 
the foreman, read from the Spanish Scriptures 
to his Mexican workers, much to their joy and 


benefit. 


A Christian sailor obtained supplies of Scriptures 
from the West Indies Agency for distribution over 
the route that he sailed. 


Over in Europe, 


Spass Stefhanoff in Sofia has a vow with God to 
sell only Scriptures and to receive no stated salary. 


A Tolstoist is in the habit of loading himself with 
Testaments and portions every holiday and going to 
villages within easy reach of Sofia selling the books. 

Marko Spassoff, not a 
monk but a devotee to a 
monastery, in going about 
to solicit aid for the mon- 
astery, supplies himself 
with Gospels and gives to 
the donors. 


Down in Egypt, 


Ayyad Mikhiel, an 
elder of the church at Beni 
Mozar, bought 100 Bibles 
on his own account and 
gave some to new preach- 
ing places in small villages. 
and some to the poor 
needing spiritual food. 


Another friend of the 
work in Fayoum bought 
many Bibles and Testa- 
ments on his account and 
gave them to poor people. 


Two Copts, one at Tahita 
and the other at Balainu, 
each bought 20 gilt New 
Testaments which they 
presented to some young 
men to encourage them in 
the habit of studying the 
Bible. 


Siam reports, 


the Daniel Band of Krit- 
supsampantawong Church 
sold 630 copies of the Gos- 
pel for Christmas presents. 


Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Illinois. He 


he gave away more copies 


In China, where al- 
most all the work is 
done by volunteers, it is almost invidious to 
pick an illustration. 

A preaching club of a High School visits the jail 
every Sunday and pays for New Testaments which it 
distributes to the inmates. 

Perhaps the outstanding illustration of 
the year is the remarkable Christian general, 
Feng Yu Hsiang, of whom previous reports 
have spoken, who has paid for the distribu- 
tion of many Scriptures among his soldiers 
and whose personal life and influence have 
led more than one half of his 5,000 soldiers to 
become Christians, and others to lead lives 
that have been a blessing instead of a 
curse to the community in which they have 
been. . is 
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Methods 


ods in use. 


eter Pe 


Bible House 
Astor Place, New York 


Production 


The Bible House: In the production of 
the Scriptures circulated by the Society, the 
Bible House at New York has been the largest 
factor. Data collated during the year show 
that, from its presses and bindery, an average 
of two million volumes has been issued during 
recent years. This means an average of six- 
teen books published and bound every minute 
of every hour, each working day of the year— 
no small result. 

The Scriptures have been published in 68 
languages and six embossed forms for the 
blind from the Bible House during the 68 
years the presses have been running. 

The volumes so published furnish nearly 
all the Scriptures used by the nine Home 
Agencies in the United States, and the bulk 
of those used by the Agencies throughout 
Latin America. In other words, the Bible 
House in New York is the great source of 
supply of Scriptures for the Western Hemi- 
sphere, so far as Christian America is con- 
cerned. 


Other Sources: But 68 languages do not 
represent all those in which the Scriptures 
were used, even in Americaalone. To supply 
the remainder, Scriptures have been imported 
chiefly from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, but also from presses in mission lands. 
For the Society, like any up-to-date business 
house, uses any method that will conduce to 
prompt and economical supply; printing and 
publishing itself, purchasing and importing 
from others, having its own printed sheets 
bound by others, or having sheets printed by 
others and binding them in its own manu- 
factory, according as circumstances make 
most advisable. 


Distribution 
Old and proved methods of distribution are 
also the backbone of its work—colporteurs 
correspondents, volunteers, auxiliaries, an 
depositories. _ 
“Colporteurs” are those employed dis- 


Nevertheless the reports 


tinctly for, and giving the most of their time 
to, the circulation of the Scriptures. 

‘‘Correspondents’’ connote those having an 
official relationship, and an obligation to give 
part of their time to this distribution, receiv- 
ing in return a commission or other compen- 
sation on the Scriptures circulated. Some 
correspondents are those who, like mission- 
aries and other Christian workers, circulate 
the Scriptures in connection with their other 
regular work, and who use the compensation 
received to meet the extra expense involved. 
Other correspondents are those who, like 
foreign missionaries, help to circulate the 
Scriptures through the mission workers they 
supervise, and use the compensation to meet 
the expense thus involved. 


ISTINCT from resources, yet with a borderland of | 

allied features that almost overlap, are the meth- 
Those already tried and proved were the 
bases of activity in both the production and the dis- 
tribution of the Scriptures. 
show that the supervising agencies and the individual 
workers were alive to the new and untried. 


““Volunteers’’ are those, both at home and - 


abroad, who regularly associate themselves 
with our Society in the circulation of the 
Scriptures, rendering annual accounts, but 
receiving no salary or other compensation. 


In passing, it is fair to say that the re- 
muneration of some of those technically called 
correspondents is so slight that one scarcely 


can draw a distinction between them and the — 


volunteers. Again, some volunteers render 
a larger service than some of those called 
correspondents. Still again, some of those 
employed as full time colporteurs are making 
even greater sacrifices and contributions than 
correspondents or volunteer workers, con- 
sidering their small remuneration, their wide 


A corner in the composing room 


Type is set here on Monotype Machines for 
Bibles in many tongues 


a 


: 


; 
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The Depository at Dallas, Texas 


But one book—The Book—is on sale here; yet notice the variety indicated by the sizes and bindings 


.or hard fields of labor, and the present cost 
of living. 

It may be said justly that the great bulk 
of all workers are in this service for the sake 
of circulating the Word of God and not for 
any mercerlary consideration. 


Depositories: These are connected with 
Home and Foreign Agency headquarters, and 
also with religious bookshops and mission 
stations and schools; in fact, wherever condi- 
tions are such as will make probable an eco- 
nomical and careful handling of the Scriptures 
thus placed. 


Typical of the variety of Agencies employed 
may be taken this from Brazil: 

There are 104 correspondents many of whom em- 
ploy colporteurs, 5 evangelistic bookstores, and col- 
leges and Young People’s Societies and Sunday schools 
acting as centers of distribution. 

And again Mexico reports the use of theo- 
logical students during vacations; and es- 
pecially of depositories in mission centers, 
together with the co-operation of mission- 
aries and pastors. 


Correspondents and Volunteers: The 
Society and its friends may well rejoice in 
the noble army of correspondents and volun- 
teers. Without them but a part of the work 
of the year could have been accomplished. 
The financial restriction on the Society, and 
the increased cost of material as well as 
labor, have resulted in a constant depletion 


€ 


tions. 
in the circulation of the 
‘members are made features of the year. 


in the ranks of the colporteurs during the 
last few years. In 1920 only 91 colporteurs 
were employed in the United States; less 
than two to a state. The number employed 
in the great foreign fields was only 175. The 
total for the world-wide work of the American 
Bible Society was only 266. To their assist- 
ance came 891 correspondents—191 in Amer- 
ica and 700 abroad; and 855 volunteer work- 
ers—455 at home and 400 abroad. 
- Something of the important part played 
by correspondents and volunteers may be 
gathered from the fact that in the largest of 
the foreign fields —China—correspondents 
and volunteers circulated 1,656,389 volumes, 
while but 100,000 volumes were distributed 
by all other means. Only six colporteurs were 
employed in 1920. The appropriations for 
this field had been so reduced and the call for 
Scriptures was so great, that it was found 
best to put the available money chiefly into 
the production of the books and to rely on 
missionaries, missionary workers, and Chris- 
tians, to do the circulating. 

In the Philippines there has been developed 


‘what is called by others—the ‘‘ Philippine 


It has been so successful that it is 
being tried in other mission fields. The re- 
sponsibility for the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures is being laid on the native congrega- 
Special seasons of concentrated effort 
Scriptures by church | 


Plan.” 
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Colporteur Perkins at work in an oil well town in Texas 


Colporteurs Still Necessary: However, 
when all is said that can be said in favor of 
the volunteer and semi-volunteer work so 
generously and effectively carried on in many 
lands and under trying circumstances, it still 
remains true that there is a distinct and ur- 
gent call for the colporteur at home as well as 
abroad. 


At Home: It is felt here in the homelands. 
As one of our Home Agency Secretaries says, 

A salaried colporteur goes where we send him. 
He does fill time work. He is relieved from the 
haunting consciousness that his remuneration de- 
pends solely on the volume of sales. He has time 
for quiet conversation, personal instruction, follow- 
up methods. 

A correspondent is usually much occupied 
with all sorts of religious work. He must 
often work at Bible distribution in odd mo- 
ments. The number of volunteer workers 
and ordinary correspondents is naturally re- 
stricted in times of financial difficulty. The 
circulation of the Scriptures dependent on 
them naturally suffers. For they can less 
easily afford to give their time to this service. 


Abroad: There are vast regions where 
there are no Christian workers, and still vaster 
regions where there are no Christians at all. 
If the Scriptures are to be circulated, there 
_tmaust be those sent for this purpose. These 
devoted workers, with packs loaded on their 
backs, or on the backs of horses, donkeys, 
oxen, or coolies, threading their ways over 


mountains and into lonely regions of swamp— 
and timber, seeking out the solitary and al- 
most forgotten, are often the only links 
between those they find and the outer world. - 
Special tribute was paid them in the “‘Story”’ 
of last year. They deserve it every year. 
* * * ~ 

The training of colporteurs received especial 
attention during 1920 in the Mexico and Siam 
Agencies. But we must forego details of this 
feature also this year. 

cs GS RS ; 

As a method toward the important work 
of Américanization, the employment of for-— 
eign colporteurs in America is a valuable 
factor. Around New York, a Christian Hindu, — 
an Italian, and a Swede, are among the suc- : 
cessful colporteurs; while a converted Russian | 
Jew,aScandinavian who uses seven languages, — 
a Slovak who uses eight, and another who uses — 
seven, are among the effective workers in 
other regions. FS 


< 
Foreign Correspondents: A phase of the 
work that may well receive especial mention 
under this caption is that carried on through — 
Foreign Correspondents in countries or large 
areas in which the Society has no Agency. 
These are chiefly in Europe, though a few are 
in Asia, some in Africa, and others on the Is-_ 
lands of the Seas. The bulk of them are 
American missionaries or American missions. 
But in Europe, the Bible Society of France. 
a similar Society in Belgium, the Evangelice 


‘its theme is abiding, not temporary. 
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‘Society of Geneva, whose chief field of ac- 
‘tivity is France, and the Waldensian Society 
in Italy, also, as Foreign Correspondents, re- 
‘ceive funds or books, or both, from the So- 
‘ciety to help them in their special fields. 


Auxiliaries: Mention has been made under 
‘the topic of ‘“‘Resources,”’ of this long-estab- 
‘lished method. A number of the Auxiliaries 
sare older than the ‘Parent Society.” 


Universal Bible Sunday 


A method growing in use and effectiveness 
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Including churches, colleges, schools, etc., 
10,000 organizations in the United States 
joined in the use of this material in celebrating 
Mayflower Universal Sunday. 


Abroad: The observance and benefit of 
Universal Bible Sunday is spreading in other 
lands. 


In the West Indies, Baptist, Presbyterian, 
United Brethren, Congregational, Disciples 
of Christ, Lutheran, Christian, Adventist, 
Methodist, and Protestant Episcopal, mission 
churches, all made offerings to the work of 


iin the recognition of the importance both of 
(the Scriptures and their circulation, is that 
: of the observance of Universal Bible Sunday. 


the Society, in connection with it. 


“Bible Day” is becoming a prominent 


In America: In 1920, the name of May- 


{flower Bible Sunday was used in connection 
‘with the observance 
: of the tercentenary of 
ithe landing 


of the 
Pilgrim Fathers. 
The Society issued 


threeappropriatepub- Gerate of you 
lications. Two, In My eyes are opened now, to look 
the Name ot God On things unseen and view 


Amen” and “A Little 
Journey to Plymouth 
where the Mayflower 
Landed,”’ were writ- 
fen by the Rev. 
Charles Stelzle in his 
effective style, 11,500 
copies of the former, 
a large-paged, hand- 
somely printed bro- 
chure of 16 pages, 
and 100,000 copies 
of the latter, a com- 
pressed little leaflet, being printed and used. 

The third publication was a dramatic serv- 
ice, “The Pilgrim and The Book,” by Mr. 
Percy MacKaye, well-known author of poems, 
plays, and community dramas. It departed 
from the beaten paths and presented a form 
of service in many respects the first of its 
‘kind. 

The theme is the power of trith, as revealed in the 
Bible, to set free the human soul, in particular from 
the shackles of Persecution and the fear of Death. 
This theme applies historically to the spiritual strug- 
gles and achievements of the Pilgrim Fathers, but 
also symbolically to Man himself as a pilgrim seeking 
“freedom to worship God.” Of the “Persons in the 
Service” three only—the Pilgrim, Satanas, and Reve- 
Jation—are expressed through dialogue, in rhymed 
verse, written by Mr. MacKaye. The six others who 
speak—as spokesmen of the Book—utter the un- 
altered language of the Bible. ; 

It met with a generous welcome and will 
‘continue to be of service for many years, as 


build— 


of Man. 


THE PILGRIM 


O deathless beings of the Book, 


My land of promise—Freedom: Here, 
Where Persecution is not, nor the Fear 

Of Death, but in the eyes 

Of Revelation and your Prophecies 

My cup of life is filled 

With love and incorruption, here I scan 
The peaks of my New World; here I will 


As on a timeless rock—my Commonwealth 


From “* The Pilgrim and The Book,” 


eS ES 


and a general factor among the missions in 
Mexico, a welcome contribution having been 
received for the world work of the Society 
from 69 congrega- 
tions, the entire 
amount being from 
the people of Mexico, 
and “not one. cent 
from English - speak- 
ing groups or indi- 
viduals.” 


The Chieng Mai 
Church in. Szam chose 
Universal Bible Sun- 
day to set apart eight 
colporteur - evangelist 
missionaries for a tour 
of five months in 
South China; and the 
day was generally 
observed in the 
Christian churches 
of Siam, some of them 
taking contributions for the Society’s work. © 


by Percy MacKave. 


One illustration must suffice from China: 


In preparation for a special evangelistic campaign 
in Canton, China, Universal Bible Sunday (Novem- 
ber 28th) was observed by the Chinese churches in 
that city. Appropriate addresses were delivered and 
collections taken. Suitable literature had been pre- 
pared and distributed by the three Bible Societies 
represented in Canton—the British and Foreign, the 
American, and the National Bible Society of Scot- 
land. Considerable interest was aroused and several 
churches undertook the voluntary distribution of 


Scripture portions. 


‘‘The Bible and Missions’’: The Society 
had the privilege and pleasure of co-operating 
with Mrs. Helen Barrett Montgomery, author 
of “The Bible and Missions,” which was is- 
sued during the year by the Central Com- 
mittee on the United Study of Foreign Mis- 
sions. It is proving to be one of the most. 
popular mission study books of the series thus 
issued. The literature and facilities of the 
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Bible House were placed at Mrs. Montgom- 
ery’s disposal, and most of the pictures came 
from its supply. Innumerable requests for 
the Society’s literature coming from those 
using the book, have had prompt response; 
and, as a consequence, the importance and 
accomplishment of Bible circulation through- 
out the world is more widely understood and 
appreciated. 


Co-operation: Fresh illustration of a long- 
standing method that will commend itself to all 
interested in the great Bible Cause may also 
be mentioned—that of co-operation. 


It has been chiefly with our great sister 
Bible Societies. This co-operation has led to 
the division of Bible work in mission fields 
to avoid overlapping and duplication of work, 
for example as in Brazil. An important re- 
cent illustration was the exchange, consum- 
mated with the be- 
ginning of the year 
1920, of the work in 
the Philippines and 
Korea, by which the 
British and. Foreign 
Bible Society with- 
‘drew from the Philip- 
pines, leaving that 
field entirely to the 
responsibility of the 
American Bible So- 
ciety, which, in turn, 
withdrew from Korea, 
leaving. the British 
and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety in full charge 
there. Co-operation 
obtains also in the 
matter of the publication of the Scriptures, 
by which these two Societies unite in the 
publishing of the Scriptures in some of the 
great languages of the world. During 1920, 
these two Societies with the National Bible 
Society of Scotland, united in publishing the 
newly completed Union Mandarin and Union 
Wenli Bibles in China. Again to each So- 
ciety is left the publishing of Scriptures 
in some languages, the others purchasing 
from it. 


this 


alone, 
But here and now, with all my fellowmen, 
I will set forth again 
To cherish what, long seeking, now I find: 
Freedom to worship God—through my own 
kind. 


Another happy method is that of co-opera- 
tion with the officials—political, industrial 
and commercial. : 

. A method reported’ in 1919 has been fol- 
lowed ‘with increasing success in the West 
Indies. ‘ Particular attention is given to call- 
ing on city and state - officials, journalists, 
educationalists, and others in leading posi- 
tions. When the Spanish Embassy, en route 
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THE PILGRIM 


Yea, this shall be my Pilgrim’s Rock: on 
Will I found deep the human destinies 


Of that dear earthly kingdom which is one 
With Christ’s in heaven. 


From ‘' The Pilgrim and The Book,” 


to Chile, stopped at San Juan, the Scriptures 
in Spanish were presented and received 


courteously. 

The President of the embassy, who had known 
something of the work of the Bible Societies elsewhere, 
said that he believed our work to be most valuable 
and essential, as it would elevate the spirit of these 
Latin-American countries. 


In the La Plata: 


One worker has personally handed the govern- 
ment and corporation officials, employees, police 
force, etc., underlined Testaments and Gospels with 
a suitable inscription showing they were prepared for 
this purpose. 
appreciated, and we are very hopeful that the hearts 
of many of these thinking men may be reached by 
this means. 


Variety: The colporteurs, correspondents, 
and volunteers naturally vary their methods 
of work according to circumstances. 


House-to-house visitation is still in vogue. Some- 
times whole cities were thus canvassed, as is reported 
of Covington, Kentucky, 
and Panama in the Carib- 
bean Agency. 


Again, the booksaretak- 
en where people congre- 
gate. For example, in 
America,statefairsin New 
York, county seats on 
court days in Kentucky, 
Coney Island and other 
resorts, circuses, and even 
a cemetery on Memorial 
Day; abroad: tea gardens 
and temples in Siam (of 
56 temples visited, only 
one refused the Scrip- 
tures),and weekly bazaars 


Not distant and 


other Asiatic countries. © 


Illustrative of the vari- 
ety of methods are the re- 
ports fromBrazil, the Le- 
vant and the Philippines, 
of colporteurs having regular routes on railway trains; 


by Percy MacKavye. 


and from San Francisco and Cristobal, of passing. 


ships visited. 


In America and in China, hospitals have offered 
openings for a service which has been gladly rendered 
so inmates, lonely and seeking light on the future 

e. 

Street meetings continue fruitful sources of Scrip- 
ture circulation, as reported from such home cities 
as Schenectady and New Orleans, and also in Hono- 
lulu, Montevideo and Tokyo in foreign lands. 
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These have been well received and - 


in Bulgaria, China, and © 


The circulation of Scriptures at pilgrimage centers — 


in Asia, and appropriate exhibitions on such occasions 
as the Carnival at Manila where 25,000 examined the 
American Bible Society exhibit in 1920, are other 
-methods mentioned. 


Leper.colonies in America, Siam, and Japan, an@ 


prisoners, civil and military, on our own Pacific Coast 


and in Japan, and elsewhere, were cheered by the — 


‘messenger and message of the gospel. 


~ The ‘Paraguay Bible Auto” (an ox cart), 


a traveling house drawn by three horses, an-— 
other built. on the ubiquitous Ford chassis, — 


the graceful motor boat of ‘The Brethren,” 


+s 


| 
| 
| 
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Selling Scriptures at the railway train, 
in the Philippines 


threading the waters of the great rivers, alike 
shared in the spreading of the Scriptures in 
the La Plata. 


A remodeled truck formed the traveling, 
sleeping, and stock accommodation of a col- 
porteur in New York State. Out in the 
West, two colporteurs, one on the eastern and 
another on the western side of the Rockies, 
having worn out their own cars in the serv- 
ice to which they and their wives have given 
themselves for many years, now equipped 
with motor prairie schooners, carried on 
their loved work. Even the aeroplane was 
brought into service by the versatile and 
up-to-date Secretary of the Pacific Agency. 
All these methods have been re- 
ported in the columns of the BIBLE 
Society REcoRD. 

Mission schools are a center of in- 
fluence, our workers interesting the 
staff and pupils not only in the 
Scriptures, but in their circulation. 
‘Mr. Mellen, of Mexico, has been 
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of circulating the Scriptures, is, revealed in 
the records of the year. 

A “Bible Pilgrimage,” entered into in 
January by the Eastern Agency Secretary, 
is a case in point. As a means of getting 
acquainted with his field, he tramped east 
from Buffalo via the great cities of the 
Empire State to Albany and thence down to 
New York, distributing Scriptures along the 
way and holding meetings in the interest of 
the Bible Cause, calling on and often receiv- 
ing the endorsement and assistance of the 
city officials. 

From Mexico comes the story of specially 
annotated illustrated catalogues aimed to 
excite the interest of recipients and send them 
to the Scriptures to satisfy that interest. 
Itineraries, with stereopticon views, to the 
centers of various denominational missionary 
activities, were fresh methods of the year in 
this Agency. 

The promotion of the use of the Bible as a 
textbook is a method illustrated in the re- 
ports of the “moonlight schools’”” among the 
poor whites of the South, as also the teaching 
of reading from the Bible by colporteurs and 
Christian workers among the illiterate, native 
and foreigners, in our own land and in many 
of the foreign mission fields. © 

Ingenious. methods adopted by individuals 
are encouraging features of the year: ; 

A:colporteur, challenged to a debate by a 
Mormon Elder, met him for four nights in 
succession with fully 1,100 present. Seed was 
sown. | 

A wide-awake pastor on the Pacific Coast 
turned a Labor Day picnic into a fine oppor- 
tunity to distribute the Scriptures in various 
languages and arouse interest in their circula- 
tion throughout the world. 


| particularly happy and active inthis .. 

| qine during the year. . nae: 

| Ingenuity: Initiative in the use 
of methods on the part of workers, 
to acquaint themselves with their 

_ fields and to forward the great work 


, - ; 
x — 
> 


“The Paraguay Bible auto” 


GEMS OA de 
; oP 6 Be 


Mr. and Mrs. Ole Johnson, devoted colporteurs of the Pacific 


Agency, with their equipment for touring 


Another pastor reports: ‘‘Whenever I 
marry a couple, I start them off with a good 
copy of the Bible and urge them to make 
it everything that the Bible is meant to be 
in the home.”’ 


The sound of masculine voices coming 
from a second-floor room led a colporteur 
into the midst of 50 colored men grouped 
at different tables gambling. It seemed 
an odd place for a colporteur’s work, but 
stepping up to a table, he began showing 
Bibles. Men gathered around: one bought 
a cheap copy, but another jerked it from his 
hand and returned to his play, saying the 
Good Book would bring him luck. Ina few 
moments he returned to the colporteur with 
apologies, saying that having that Book in 


A Sky Pilot for the Ships 


“T hey that go down to the sea in 
ships, that do business in great 
waters; these see the works of the 
Lord.” And the distribution of 
the Book of the Lord among them 
ts an important and fruitful 
service } 
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his hands had made him think 
of his boyhood. What has been 
the outcome is in the record of 
heaven. 

A Christian worker in Siam 
pasted Christmas cards in a thou- 
sand Gospels of Luke and gave 
them out as Christmas presents. 

Advertising in the papers by 
the Agency Secretary of the Phil- 
ippines brought in hundreds of let- 
ters of inquiry. 

A circulating library established 
in a hospital ward in far China 
by the patients themselves, who 
between them had different por- 
tions of the Scriptures, facilitated 
a large number reading them all. 

Another illustration was the audacity of 
the volunteer worker in China, confronted 
suddenly on a lonely journey by brigands, 
who put a bold face ‘on matters and pressed 
on them his Scripture wares, insisting on 
receiving payment for the same and ‘“‘get- 
ting away with it,” too! 


It is not the intention to present a catalogue 
of all the methods used. But those recorded 
will suffice to show that the principle of the 
great Apostle is that which now governs those 
circulating the Word which he so honored 
and of which his writings form such an im- 
portant part. 


*“T am made all things to all men, that 
I might by all means save some.”’ 


oe 
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Difficulties 


: O work is worth while that does not have difficulties. 


such as ours meets many. 


World-wide work 


We would not overemphasize them, but no 


ipicture or measure of a year’s work would be complete without them. 


General: There have been general difficul- 
{ties common to all the fields of the Society. 
‘The Undersupply of Scriptures has been deep- 
lly felt, in both our home and foreign lands. 


‘The lean years of the war had left the shelves 


| bare, and replenishing has been slow. 
The world unrest, national bankruptcy, 


| political, social, commercial, industrial, and 
,even religious upheavals, created abnormal 


, conditions inimical tothe work 
1 of the Society. Particularly 
have the two greatest fields 
of the Society—the Levant 
and China—thus suffered in 
1920. Of the sad and almost 
prostrate condition of the 
Near East, all are aware. 
China has indeed had a year 
of sorrows. It has been a 
house divided. The throes of 
periodical revolutions, brig- 
ands, earthquakes, and the 
greatest famine of history 
have made her lot sad, indeed. 
Invasion and deportations 
in war-stricken countries had 
driven thousands from their 
homes. Thelossof Biblesunder 
such conditions has been ab- 
normal, and therefore the lack 
of supply was more deeply felt. 


Increased Cost of Pro- 
duction: The necessary uni- 
versal increase in prices of 
Scriptures. has been a posi- 


tive detriment to the widest circulation. 

Some studies from the Treasurer’s depart- 
ment at the Bible House show strikingly the 
increased cost of manufacturing materials and 


labor between 1915 and 1920. 


1915 19 
Materials. .$55,625.77 $192, 
Labor..... 114,694.28 221,947.13 


The total budget for 1915 for manufacturing at the 
In 1920 it had increased 


Bible House was $185,000. 
150 per cent. to $468,000. 


but especially in the war-stricken lands. 


Z. Retaining Workers: The retaining of old 
and obtaining of new colporteurs was a wide- 


felt difficulty that can be easily understood. 


A Mexican couple 


One of the three families which withstood 
years of persecution because of allegiance 
to the Bible and ‘The Word” 


20 
45.26 ($110,000 paper) 


_ The enhanced cost of production through 
the mounting prices of material and labor 
necessarily curtailed restocking everywhere, 


Incident to the general world conditions, 
and especially the high cost of living, was the 
difficulty devoted colporteurs had to exist 
and provide for their families on the meager 
income received. Not a few had to give up 
the work. Nor could remuneration offered be 
such as to attract new colporteurs. Menand 
women with the devotion and courage and tact, 
and interest in their fellows, which colporteur- 
ing involves and evokes, can 
readily get more remunerative 
work. Witness the man who 
was quickly snapped upat $200 
a month by an insurance com- 
pany when he could no longer 
be employed as a colporteur at 
$70 a month for lack of funds. 


Anti-Protestant: Felt in some 
regions more than others, was the 
opposition to Protestant activities 
and Protestant Scriptures. In the 
mining regions of Pennsylvania, in 
the further Southwest, especially 
in Louisiana, and in individual 
cases in other states, direct and 
strenuous opposition to the circu- 
lation of the Scriptures was raised 
by religious authorities. In Latin 
America and in the Philippines, an 
odd phenomenon of the year’s re- 
port was the record of the tolling 
of church bells to warn the people 
against the presence of the colpor- 
teur and the purchase of his books, 
or to drown the voice of a colpor- 
teur. In Utah, opposition took 
the form of denunciation, misrep- 
resentation, and violent language. 
Colporteurs in foreign lands were 
arrested, while and for circulating the Scriptures. 
One was imprisoned as a “traitor” for hours at 
Cotin, Santo Domingo, at the instigation of the priest. 
Another in Sophia, Bulgaria, was arrested five times 
by an official opposed to the Protestants selling 
Scriptures at a railway station. Similar opposition 
to similar work from a similar source was experienced 
also in the Philippines. 


Individual Hardships: These have doubt- 
less been far more numerous than reports 
have indicated. The worker mentioned last 
year who said that there was ‘‘nothing to 


-tell’” yet, was discovered to have been caught 


in a cloudburst, which scattered his books 
and almost took his life; to have been way- 
laid and beaten; and to have had dogs set 
upon him and his face permanently scarred, 
is typical of many who have borne their diffi- 
culties in silence. All honor to them. 
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Encouragements 
"THE eye of faith and the stout heart find encouragement from discourage- 


ment. 


Opposition is often helpful. 


It is also hopeful that the forces of 


evil are aroused to opposition. It is the effective work of good that arouses the 


active opposition of evil. 
lists the brave and devoted. 


Encouraging Discouragements: The 
lack of Scriptures arose not because there 
was no supply, but because the desire for the 
Scriptures exceeded a very considerable sup- 
ply. The very world unrest and sad condi- 
tions are themselves creating much of this 
desire for the 
SCEMD tures: 
The tolling of 
the bells to 
drown the col- 
porteur’s voice 
or warn against 
his dangerous 
presence ad- 
vertised that 
very presence 
and _ attracted 
at. S tL bit-o 2 
which opened 
doors instead 
of .closing 
(hem owt bie 
widening call 
for the com- 
plete Bible is 
not only en- 
couraging in 
itself, but is 
fine evidence of the wideness of the distribu- 
tion of the portions now bearing the fruit of 
the call for the whole Bible. 


Encouragements from the Past: The 
work accomplished, the Scriptures already 
circulated, are thus themselves a great en- 
couragement to those eager to see the Word 
of God circulated throughout the world. 
From the West Indies and Mexico reports of 
calls for the whole Bible are accompanied 
by suggestion that it is no longer necessary 
to make donations as of yore, because the 


circulation of the portions has created such a 


real desire for the Scriptures that people are 
willing to purchase them. A West Indian 
said he would spend a whole day’s work to 
purchase the Bible. Another West Indian 
said that the Bible was worth more than all 
his coffee plantation. ‘‘The Bible is the best 
seller” comes the word not only from De- 
troit, Michigan, but from Tokyo, Japan. 


A 1920 harvest from a colporteur’s earlier sowing in Brazil 


It is the challenge of difficulty and danger that en- 


The Grand Old Book holds its own -with the 
Mormons, selling more freely than the ‘‘ Book 
of Mormon,” is the word from Utah. 


Co-operation of Christian Forces: As 
in America, so in foreign lands, there has been 
delightful co- 
operation 
among the 
Christiam 
forces in the 
interests of 
Bible  circula- 
tion. For ex- 
ample, recall 
the fact, re- 
ported under 
‘*Methods,’’ 
that contribu- 
tions to the 
work of the So- 
ciety were 
made by mis- 
sion churches 
of ten denomi- 
nations in the 
West Indies; 
and the grati- 


fying advance — 
in the number of denominations in America — 


which have placed the work of the Society 
on their regular budgets. Missionaries of 
practically all Protestant churches help in the 
circulation at home and abroad. 


Loyal Friends: One factor which the So- 
ciety naturally and necessarily relies upon, is 
the loyal support of friends and upholders of 
the Bible, and this it has been having in in-— 
creasing measure as already mentioned. Such 
was the old priest in Latin America who be- 
friended the colporteur and defended the 
Bible from those who would assail both. 
Other examples can be found in these pages. 

Spiritual Fruit: Inspiration and encour- 
agement come particularly from the many 
incidents of individuals who have been spirit- 
ually helped by the Scriptures brought within 
their reach. Illustrations abound in the re-_ 


‘ports under review. Some, but not all, are 


recorded in other parts of this “Story.” 
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Heaven preserves the record. Rich are the 
eompensations of the faithful, often hard 
yressed and weary, colporteurs when they 
‘earn of individuals thus blessed. ’ 

Here is just one illustration ‘taken from 
Brazil. It comes from Dr. Tucker, in charge 
pf our work there: 


On a recent occasion I was present at a District 
‘Conference in a small railroad town through which 
pne of our colporteurs passed a few years ago, and 
sold several copies of the Scriptures. He extended 
is work out into the country and a number of farmers 
and farm laborers became interested in the gospel. 
\A missionary visited the section, developed the work, 
and organized a church. 


The congregation now has its own building, a par- 
sonage, and is served by a native pastor who may 
be seen at the left in the picture with a child in his 
arms. The Presiding Elder of the District is stand- 
ung to the right. : 

IThe two are wel- 
coming a group of 
rpeople coming from 
‘the country in an ox 
seart drawn by three 
ryoke of oxen, to be at 
‘the meeting. Thisis 
‘their ‘‘automobile,”’ 
‘their only way of 
‘traveling except by 
»horseback or on foot. 


Special 
iDevelopments 


Bibles in 
iPublic Schools: 
i'From the South 
/Atlantic Agency 
scomes this inter- 
esting and some- 
what surprising 
i) report: 

You will soon re- 
ceive an order for some Bibles and Testaments 
‘from the Coal Company-of this place. The Bible 
will be taught in the schools thrice weekly in the 
» white schools, and thrice weekly in the public schools. 
’ This Bible study has the warm approval of the school 
' board of the large Coal Company which owns this sec- 
‘tion. The pupils who will use the Bibles purchased 
from you are all children of the miners, and many 
have not been fortunate enough to possess a copy of 
) God’s Word before this. 


From the Central Agency comes the report: 


Unquestionably the trend of the Bible is back 
| toward the schoolroom. Men have seen the direful 
| effects of a Godless education. Alabama recently 
| passed a law requiring that the Bible be read in the 
| schools, and there came a request from the school 
| board of Mobile, asking for a donation of four hundred 
Bibles for this purpose, their budget not having pro- 
| vided for this unexpected expense. We were not 
prepared financially to take care of it, and had to 
refuse the petition; but it is a very striking fact that, 
in such a Catholic center, such a request should 
originate. 
The women’s missionary Societies of Sidney, Ohio, 
with money raised by popular subscription for this 
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A Bible class in the Plulippines 


The student class in the Philippines has been evincing a marked interest in 
Bible study. It is difficult to find teachers enough. 
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very purpose, much of it from non-churchmen, pur- 
chased three hundred Bibles and Testaments for gifts 
to the high-school and sixth grade pupils of that 
town! Over in Kentucky, the Daughters of America 
have started a movement to put a Bible in every 
classroom in the state, and have already bought 
Bibles for the schoolrooms of the city of Covington. 


The Board of Education of Louisville has bought 
Bibles out of its own funds for the Louisville schools. 


This odd sidelight is thrown on the situa- 
tion also: 


There is a curious condition existing in a part of 
our territory, however, in that the Bible, while it may 
be barely permissible in some sections, and forbidden 
in others, is desired and required in the penitentiaries. 


From the Western Agency, we take one 
further illustration: 


From a thriving little town of Missouri, the prin- 
cipal of a public 
school reports: 
“When I took charge 
of this school last 
fall, the school 
board, to my utter 
astonishment and 
delight, requested 
me to open the 
school every morn- 
ing with a song, 
reading of the 
Scriptures, and pray- 
er. It was through 
the reading of our 
daily Scriptures that 
I found many homes 
had no Bibles. Most 
of them have since 
purchased a copy.” 


A Larger Use 
of the Bible: 
The cheering re- 
port comes from 
various Agencies 
that the whole ’ 
Bible is being more largely called for and 
used. One explanation alike from the North- 
west and from the Philippines is the in- 
crease in Bible teaching. Another comes 
from the Western Agency: 

The Bible is being received with glad welcome 
among the more depressed classes. We find a grow- 
ing consciousness that the only unchanging force in 
the world to-day, able to bring righteousness and 
justice upon the earth, is the truth of God as 
revealed in the printed Word. The Bible is ac- 
claimed—not obsolete, but absolute. An unusually 
large number of people have of late requested 
Reference Bibles, declaring that they felt the need 
of having something to guide them in an intelligent 
study of theWord. 


And from the Southwestern Agency comes 
this testimony: 


‘The need of the hour is family religion and the 
very center and inspiration of this is the family Bible. 
The increased sales of family Bibles has been a 
marked feature of the year. ‘‘Every family of Rus- 
sians at Hartshorn bought a Bible from me, and cot-. 
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tage prayer meetings were begun,” is the statement 
of one worker. 

A Masonic institution in Cuba wrote for a 
dozen Bibles, the letter stating: 

The Bibles are for our pupils. It is necessary and 
preferable that they read the life of Jesus rather than 
poison their minds with injurious novels. 

From Cristobal comes the word that with 
but one exception, the officers and men of 
ships passing through the Panama Canal 
have welcomed the Scriptures. 

Officials: The columns of the RErcorpD 
have contained tributes to the Bible and en- 
dorsements of its circulation from President 
Harding, the President-elect of Chili, King 
Alexander of Greece, a large number of gov- 
ernors, legislators, Army and Navy officers of 
the United States, and others of importance. 

Foreign Missions Conference: An action 
of unusual significance was that adopted by 
the Twenty-seventh Foreign Missions Con- 
ference of North America, representing the 
Foreign Missions’ Agencies of the United 
States and Canada, heartily endorsing the 
work of the Society and recommending “‘to 
all Christian denominations in the United 
States of America that in developing their 
missionary work they take such steps as they 
deem best to insure that the supply of Scrip- 
tures shall keep pace with the growth of the 
work throughout the world,” and directing 
their secretaries to transmit this action to 
the leaders of each denomination represented 
in the conference. 
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““A new day in Ecuador!”’ rejoicingly exclaims the 
Agent. The civil authorities, instead of the imprison- 
ing a colporteur for the selling of Scriptures, repri- 
manded a priest for insulting and opposing the col- 
porteur; and finally, because of his refusal to desist, 
actually putting him under restraint until a substan- 
tial fine was paid. This bit of news spread to the 
surrounding towns. It emboldened the people in the 
use of the Scriptures, for they had seen the power of — 
the priesthood shattered. They felt the shackles of | 
religious slave chains drop off. Fear was cast aside. 
There were larger gatherings than ever, and more. 
Scriptures were sold than their venders had dared 
to dream of when they started on their tour. 


A worker in Paraguay, who reported being | 
kicked out of the house by a priest and at 
another place being barely missed by two 
great stones that were hurled at him near a 
church, gladly mentions what we gladly re- 
peat, that an old priest at still another place 
championed him in his circulation of the 
Scriptures, and replied, in reproof of a man 
who said that the Testament was not true, 
‘‘Show me where it is false. I have read it 
and know it is a good book.” 


Both from the La Plata and from the Levant 
come reports of railway officials giving free 
transportation and facilitating the work of 
colporteurs on the railways. 


| 
: 


It may be added, as not a few will have 
realized, that many of the opportunities and 
responsibilities already mentioned are in 
themselves great encouragements, and the 
accomplishments of the year mentioned next 
are also great encouragements. 


“T should like the world to know the 
part his deep knowledge of the Bible 
played in my husband's life.” 

Evita Kermit ROOSEVELT. 


Theodore Roosevelt gave repeated testi- 
mony to the Bible and loyal support to 
the American Bible Society while living. 
Though dead, he still speaks, through 
the pamphlet with his addresses on 
the Bible which has reached a circu- 
lation of 375,000. Mrs. Roosevelt most 
kindly made it possible to get the pic- 
ture of his Bible on page'121, and Pirie 
San an the picture reproduced here- 
with. 
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Accomplishments 


1 | ‘HE accomplishments of the year followed the two lines of effort—production 


and distribution. 


_Report will give ample details. 


Without the activities behind the former there could 
inot be the accomplishment and inspiration of the latter. 


The full Annual 


Here may be briefly recorded only some of 
‘the principal facts of the year’s activity. 


Those, who see back of the prosaic 


i details the human thought and energy and devotion that have produced them, 
‘will catch something of their import and importance. 


Revision and Translation 


In the fundamental work of translation and 
revision, progress was made in the revision 
of the Revised Spanish New Testament, the 
correction of the Portuguese Version, the 

- Quechua translation of the New Testament, 
' the revision of the —~ 
Bula .Bible, the 
-Luragoli_ transla- 
- tion of the New Tes- 
-tament; and the 
- K’Pelle—these last 
_thtee for Africa. 
_ The final proof read- 
ing of the Cebuan 
New Testament for 
the Philippines was 
completed, while 
~ additional editorial 
- work was carried on 
in the Wenli Version 
in China, and there 
was co-operation in 
putting the New 
Testament in the 
new phonetic script, which, it is hoped, will 
greatly increase literacy in the land of the 
Dragon. 


At the Bible House 


Plates: The publication of the Scriptures 
was accomplished in the face of peculiar and 
constant difficulties attendant on the disturb- 
ances in labor both skilled and unskilled, and 
on the continued high cost .and restricted 
supply of material. Electroplates were fin- 
ished for the Portuguese Testaments and 
Psalms, and for the Psalms in French, Span- 
ish, and Italian; while plates were made for 
a diglot edition of Mark in Albanian and 
English. To replace those worn out by use, 
new plates were made for the Bible in Agate 
and the Testament in Nonpareil. New chap- 
ter headings containing Arabic instead of 
Roman numerals were inserted in the plates 
for the Bible in Agate and Minion types, and 
progress was made in the same line for other 


¥ 


4 


English plates, the intention being to carry 
this change out uniformly. 


To the plates already used at the Bible 
House in 68 languages, and four systems of 
embossed Scriptures for the blind, were added 
plates for the Gospels and Psalms in the 
embossed Revised 
Braille Grade One 
and a Half. 


Progress was made 
in the new Concord- 
ance which is to be 
issued in 1921. 


Printing: Here 
also 1,270,307 vol- 
umes of Scripture 
were printed and 
bound during the 
year—300,000 of 
them being com- 
plete Bibles, and 
2,557 volumes be- 
ing in embossed sys- 
tems for the blind. 

With the completion of the work of 1920, 
there have been produced in this Bible House, 
erected in 1852, the magnificent total of 
75,000,000 volumes of Scripture, practically 
20,000,000 being whole Bibles. This would 
average eight volumes a minute for every 
eight-hour working day in the 68 years—a 
notable record. 


Other Publications: The presses of the 
Bible House have also issued during 1920 the 
monthly Brsre Socrety Recorp, of which 
over 100,000 copies were printed in the year. 
The testimony of friends from all parts of the 
world on the value of the RECORD as a source 
of information and inspiration has been a 
great encouragement to the editors. 


The presses also issued 2,000 copies of the 
Annual Report, an octavo volume of some 
500 pages, and 7,000 copies of the “Story,” a 
smaller volume of 180 pages. In addition, 


One of the Press Rooms 
of if Bs 
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af the Bible House 


the grand total of pamphlets and leaflets 


Deaconess Faulkner and some lepers to whom she took 
the Scriptures 

Blind Pedro, fourth from the left, has learned his choice passages of 

the Scriptures from the young lad first on the left who reads them 

over to him for the purpose 


here printed in the interests of the Society 
were 664,760, besides 118,490 circulars, press 
notices, letters, etc. 

Two of the pamphlets have attracted es- 
pecial attention: a four-page leaflet, ‘‘The 
Only Way out of the Dark,” and the twelve- 
page pamphlet, ‘‘Some Surprises from the 
Old-Fashioned, Red-Brick Bible House,” of 
each of which 100,000 have been circulated. 
A new edition of President Roosevelt’s ad- 
dress on, and tributes to, the Bible was an- 
other favorite of the year, bringing the total 
issues of this pamphlet in the past 15 years 
to over 375,000 copies. An Italian edition of 
it was also issued. 


Printing Abroad 


Printing was done by the Society also at 
Chengtu, Shanghai, and Foochow for China; 
at Yokohama for Japan, China, Siam, and 
the Philippines, and resumed at Constanti- 
nople for the Near East after several years’ 
interruption by the war. 

In various languages, 2,120,369 volumes 
were thus printed. 


Issues 


The issues at home and abroad for the year 
1920 show an increase over the previous 
year; 3,825,401 volumes as against 3,752,309 
in 1919. There were 331,757 Bibles, 717,319 
Testaments, and 2,776,325 portions. 

The 1,397,808 of these issued at home make the 
total of 84,044,492 volumes of Scripture issued in the 
a leon States during the 105 years of the Society’s 

e. 

Abroad, 2,427,593 volumes were issued in the year, 
making the total issues of the Society in foreign 
lands, during its 105 years, 57,112,181 volumes. The 
gain in issues abroad last year, over its predecessor, 
was some 470,000 volumes. In China 1,916,743 


volumes were issued as against 1,320,962 the year 
before. 
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Of 232,000 volumes sent to foreign lands from the 
Bible House, over 150,000 went to Latin America. 


Altogether, books to the value of $61,543, and funds 
to the amount of $217,672, were sent abroad during 
the year. In addition the Foreign Agencies had the 
income from Scriptures sold by them. 


t 
Languages 
Of the volumes sent out from the Bible 
House, 745,520 were in the English language, 
of which 17,829 were the American Revised 
Version. 


Scriptures were issued from this same old- 
fashioned, red-brick Bible House in 88 lan- 
guages and dialects other than English, the 
languages of largest issue being Bohemian, 
66,000; Italian, 44,000; Polish, 45,000; 
Portuguese, 48,000; Russian, 75,000; Span- 
ish, 151,000; and Zulu, 24,000. 


From the nine Home Agencies Scriptures 
were circulated in 81 languages; the North- 
western Agency, from Chicago as headquar- 
ters, reporting the use of 44, the Pacific 60, and 
the Atlantic 65. Scriptures in 20 additional 
languages were supplied from the Bible 
House, making a total of 101 languages in 
which Scriptures were distributed in the 
United States. 


The Foreign Agencies report the use of 102 
different languages and dialects. 


The total of languages used throughout the 
fields of the Society’s work in 1920 was 149; 
13 being American, 43 European, 70 Asiatic, — 
8 African, and 15 from the Islands of the 
Seven Seas. 


Finances 


Income: Thanks to the co-operation of 
the workers and friends of the Society, the 
income also increased during the year. The 
total receipts amounted to $1,033,227.35, the 
largest reported in the history of the Society. 

Of this amount, $139,466.98 were from invested 
funds; $76,945.19 from legacies; $348,422.76 from 
living donors, including churches, individuals, and 
Auxiliaries; $440,984.78 from the sale of books; 
$21,816.14 net income from the Bible House; and 
$5,570.90 from miscellaneous sources. 


Expenses: The total paid out during the 
year in all the Agencies and departments of 
the Society’s work was $1,053,610.85. 


Of this amount, $544,215 were spent in the manu- 
facture, purchase, and distribution of the Scriptures 
in the United States. In the foreign work of the 
Society, through its Agencies in Latin America, in 
the Near East and the Far East, and by others in 
fields where there are no Agencies in Europe, Africa, 
and the Islands of the Seas, $306,563 were expended — 
in the translation, manufacture, purchase, and dis- | 
tribution of the Scriptures. + 


Funds: The total of trust funds on De 


cember 31, 1920, had reached $2,176,620.15. 


| 
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_A meeting in the interests of Bible circulation in a theater on the island of Hilo, during Mr. Murphy's campaign 
among the Japanese in the Hawatian Islands 


‘totaled $541,315.75, 


The monies held on the annuity basis 
of which $158,995.57 


/were received during the year—a very en- 


( 


: 


couraging increase. 


The receipts under this head were $26,947.67; ex- 
penditures, $25,811.71. 


Some Details 


General summaries are important. But 


-some knowledge of details is also desirable. 


A few samples will help one to fill out the 
pictures. 


Administration: Some accomplishments 


- of administration indicating that those respon- 


sible are alive to changing conditions and are 
endeavoring to keep pace with them, may be 
briefly mentioned. They have the possibili- 


ties of large results. 


The spread of the colored people over the 
United States has been followed by the en- 
largement of the field of the Colored Agency 


from that of the South to cover the whole 


United States. Five sub-Agencies have been 
established, with headquarters at Atlanta, 
Ga., Charlotte, N. C., Memphis, Tenn., 
Cleveland, Ohio, and Houston, Texas. 
Abroad the La Plata Agency was divided, 


the Upper Andes Agency being created out 


of the southern part of Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru, and Bolivia. The elongated and di- 
verse Levant Agency has had the Arabic- 


speaking portion of the territory set apart 
into a new Agency including Egypt and the 
countries east of the Mediterranean. 


Translation and Revision: Details of 
this work are contained in other reports, for 
example, Siam and China; but we will let 
that from the Philippines be an illustration of 
this wonderful service. 

In retiring from the charge of the Philippines 
Agency, Dr. McLaughlin reports that, when 
he first went to the Islands twenty years ago, 
not a single translation had been issued, 
though the Roman Church had been in power 
for two centuries. 


What a stir the first Gospel made! Now we have: 

1. The whole Bible in seven languages: Tagalog, 
Ilocano, Pangasinan, Pampangan, Bicol, Cebuan, 
and Panayan; and 

2. The New Testament or portions in four more: 
Samareno, Ifugao, Igorrotte, and Moro. 

For the completion of this gigantic task of trans- 
lation and revision, unlimited recognition is due to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, which put through 
the translation of the whole Bible in three languages 
and two Gospels in another language before it with- 
drew and the American Bible Society took sole charge; - 
and especially to the splendid co-operation of the 
missionaries who have worked so constantly and un- 
tiringly on the translation committees. 


The year has been marked by a happy 
ending to long negotiations with hitherto di- 
vergent' interests, and the promise of an early 
issue of a new reference Bible in Panayan 
language. . 
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Scriptures Made Available for Special 
Occasions: At the World’s Sunday-school 
Convention in Tokyo, a souvenir edition of 
Matthew in Japanese was prepared and 25,000 
distributed. Also 1,500 copies of the Scrip- 
tures were supplied for the Sherwood Eddy 
meetings in Egypt; 30,000 were supplied for 
a special campaign in the Japanese north 
island of Hokkido; 9,000 copies of Scripture 
in Japanese, all but 65 being New Testaments, 
were sold and distributed in connection with 
a special campaign among the Japanese in 
the Hawaiian Islands; 3,000 Testaments were 
supplied to the Japan Congregational Foreign 
Missionary Association for work in the South 
Sea Islands taken over from the deported Ger- 
man missionaries; and 200 embossed volumes 
in Japanese were distributed in conjunction 
with the Blind People’s Association in Japan. 


Subsidiary Service: Reference may be al- 
lowed to the unrequired but helpful service 
the Society often has opportunity to render. 
The Bible House at Cristobal is continuing to 
render increasingly one such service. 

The additional rooms provided for the purpose of 
accommodating missionaries and their families chang- 
ing ships at Cristobal, have served the following: 
53 of the Methodist Mission Board; 12 of the Pres- 
byterian Foreign Mission Board; 9 Baptists, includ- 
ing three superintendents of missions; 7 of the Chris- 
tian Missionary Alliance; 7 of the Evangelical United 
Mission; 7 of the Pentecostal Mission; 3 of the Bo- 
livian Indian Mission; 9 teachers and students; 5 
evangelists; 2 of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety; 2 belonging to independent mission organiza- 
tions; and 8 Army and Navy Y. M. C. A. secretaries. 


Passing now to the great service the Society 
endeavors to accomplish—the placing of the 
Book in the hands, and its teaching in the 
hearts, of individuals; extracts are given first 
from those in charge elsewhere than in 
territory cared for by the Agencies— 
the reports of our 


Foreign Correspondents 


France: From the Bible Society of 
France through its director, Dr. Ber- 
trand, comes grateful acknowledgment 
of the assistance received from the 
' American Bible Society. An additional 
feature of this year was the sending 
of French pocket Testaments bound in 
French blue. Of them Dr. Beértrand 
writes: 

Special mention must be made of the little 
pocket New Testament printed in America, of 
which you had the great goodness to send us 
20,000 copies. This New Testament has been 
avery great success not only in our own country, 
but in the French colonies of Indo-China, 
Madagascar, Algeria, Morocco, Senegal, etc. 
it attach hereto a few letters containing words 
of praise for this little book, which is so attrac- 
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tive and easily carried. (Space is not available for 
these letters.) ; 

I have been extremely busy in the correction of the | 
proofs of the small 24mo pocket Bible which will be~ 
completed, I hope, by the end of this year, toward | 
which your committee has made a generous grant. — 
My daughter the other day met one of her good 
friends just now returned from America and to whom 
had been given a French Bible‘obtained through the 
American Bible Society. This young woman, who is 
a Roman Catholic by birth, said to my daughter that 
she had read with real pleasure this version, the text 
of which was so clear and such good French. 


Austria: Azother special service through 
Foreign Correspondents was the sending of 
$5,000 to an interdenominational central com- 
mittee, through Bishop Nuelsen as chairman, 
for the distribution of Scriptures in Austria. 
This was in addition to regular grants made 
to representatives of the Congregational and 
Methodist churches working in those regions. 

Other special grants were made to various 
groups of Christian workers who have been 
endeavoring to use the opportunity made by 
the war and the opening of doors long closed. 


Czechoslovakia: During the war we have 
had to state frequently that no reports had 
been received from the countries to which aid 
had been sent for Scripture distribution. An 
illustration of what happened has been the 
arrival of an article written in June, 1915, by 
the Rev. J. S. Porter, our Foreign Corre- 
spondent at Prague. In forwarding it this 
year he says:: ; 


“‘T registered it then. It is interesting that it has 
been returned after all these years with the stamp 
mark ‘‘Beunruhigend”’ (disturbing), evidently made 
at that time by the censor who held it up.” 


The article is too long for reproduction 
here, but it contains no political significance 
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in § repatriated | 
rom Siberia to European Russia via the United States i {a 


Russian children receive Scriptures 
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pt news, being devoted wholly to a review of 
she position of the Bible in those lands and 
she evidence and influence of its spread in 
-ecent years. To bring our story up to date, 
. few of its statements may be here recorded. 


Written in 1915, the author then said that 
‘or the last 25 years the various Agencies at 
work in that empire had put into circulation 
an average of nearly 200,000 copies of the 
Seripture annually. 


The Bible still used is the ‘‘ Kralicka Bible,’’ bear- 
‘ng the date of 1615, translated from the original 
{Hebrew and Greek and marked by accuracy and 
blearness of diction—an eloquent monument to the 
raith and fidelity, piety and painstaking scholarship 
bf those men of three centuries ago. Intervening 
©enturies have witnessed vigorous and extreme meas- 
ures to crush out the use of the Bible. I could show 
you Bibles that were carefully wrapped and hidden 
in the earth to be occasionally 
dug up and read in the light of 
spine knots in the strictest se- 
crecy and on penalty of death. 
"= * * Darkness settled over the 
dand. Here and there a buried 
iBible, here and there a hand- 
ful of loyal praying souls, who 
mmet in caves and cottages or 
tin the deep forests, and most 
‘secretly read and expounded 
tthe Holy Writ. The light in- 
ideed burned low. But the 
‘Edict of Toleration in 1781 
‘still found a remnant who pro- 
‘claimed themselves the fol- 
lowers of the Book. 


Striking, and in some 
‘cases peculiarly touch- 
‘ing, illustrations of the 
‘spread and effect of the 
‘Scriptures on individual 
lives in recent years are 
‘given, bringing the story 
down into the war days 
‘and emphasizing the 
‘boon the Scriptures proved to the soldiers. 

And the soldiers have carried the Word of God to 
‘the remotest corners of the Empire. Whither no 
-colporteur has gone, thither has gone the man in 
uniform with the glorious gospel of the Son of God 
in his pocket. 

It is not strange, therefore, to learn that 
during 1920 there was a wide and deep long- 
‘ing for the Scriptures both in the land of 
Huss and among the other polyglot peoples 
‘which formerly constituted the Austrian 
| Empire. 


Poland: 25,000 volumes of Polish Scrip- 
tures were sent, largely in co-operation with 


Courtesy of the R. C. A. 
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the representatives of the United Lutheran . 


Church. 

Russia: Russian Scriptures have been sent 
through various channels. _ It has not been 
easy to make connections. Often those who 
| are eager to respond to the very real needs of 
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the people of that great country, and es- 
pecially to succor the Protestant Christians, 
have gotten as far as the frontiers and had 
difficulty in getting beyond them. Scrip- 
tures have gone for distribution through the 
clergy connected with the Holy Synod, 
through Y, M. C. A. workers, through Ameri- 
can denominational workers, and through 
representatives of various organizations, Rus- 
sian and others, the number of which is at 
least an encouraging proof of the interest 
in this great people and this important cause. 
These shipments have gone to the Baltic on 
the west, to the Black Sea on the south, and 
to Vladivostok on the east. 

Very little has come in the way of direct 
report from the European Foreign Corre- 
spondents about the accomplishments of the 
year. The columns of the 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 
have told something of what 
has been going on in Cen- 
tral Europe and Russia. 


Italy: From the Meth- 
odist Mission in Italy 
comes this brief picture: 


Four colporteurs travel con- 
tinually along the circuit of 
St. Paul; that is, Syracuse, Reg- 
gio, Calabria, Pozzuoli, Baia, 
and Rome, the route followed 
by the Apostle in his journey 
to the ‘Imperial City. In the 
redeemed lands the work of 
distributing the Scriptures 
has also been carried on vigor- 
ously; particularly among the 
D’Annunzio soldiers in Fiume. 
And when troop trains stopped 
in any of the cities where 
we had colporteurs, portions 
of the Holy Scriptures were 
passed among them. During 
and since the war, results of 
this work have been visible in many churches. 

Particularly in the South has the colporteur’s work 
been intense and fruitful. In Pozzuoli, a barrack of 
custom-house guards have asked for the Bible. In 
the same town we have obtained permission to dis- 
tribute Bibles to all the prisoners who are transferred 
from there to other prisons of the kingdom. The dis- 
tribution has only been Italian Bibles to Italians. 


Asia, Africa, and the Islands: Details 
of the year’s work have not been received from 
Foreign Correspondents in Asia, Africa, and 
the Islands of the Seas. 


- India: Brief letters have expressed appre- 
ciation for the assistance sent to the Madura 
Mission, South India, of the Congregational 
Church, and also for aid sent to the Ceylon 
mission of thesamechurch. Similar acknowl- 
edgment of aid sent to the Arcot mission of 
the Reformed Church in America has come 
from its present secretary, the Rev. Henry J. 
Scudder, for a time Acting Recording Sec- 
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retary of the American Bible Society and later 
in charge of its Eastern Agency; and also 
from the Arabian mission of the same church. 
We are fortunate in having, in addition, direct 
and strong testimony to the value of the work 
in these and in other fields through a brief 
address by the Rev. W. I. Chamberlain, D.D., 
secretary of its Board of Foreign Missions, at 
a meeting of the Board of Managers of the 
Bible Society. With the background of two 
decades’ service as a missionary in India, a 
knowledge of the work in all the mission fields 
of his church, and an acquaintance with mis- 
- sion work throughout the world, Dr. Cham- 
berlain speaks with unusual authority. In 
1920 he visited the mission fields of the Re- 
formed Church in Asia. His testimony was 
prmted tatthe sl une, 
1921,. Recorp. A few 
extracts are repeated: 


During a recent visit to 
the mission fields of Asia 
I came into close touch 
again with the missionaries 
and their work in Japan, 
Korea, China, and India; 
and once more I realized 
the vital and fundamental 
part which the Bible So- 
ciety is taking in the estab- 
lishment of the kingdom 
of God and of the church 
of Jesus Christ in these 
great missionary lands of 
Asia. * * * The most strik- 
ing illustration of the abso- 
lutely fundamental char- 
acter of the co-operation of 
the Bible Society in mis- 
sionary work I found in the 
Persian Gulf, along whose 
western shores are the lonely 
and widely separated sta- 
tions of the Arabian mission. * * * Ineachoneof the 
‘stations there is in the heart of the bazaar a Bible shop 
‘generously supplied with Bibles and portions in the lan- 
guagesof the people. Theseshops are tended through- 
out the day by colporteurs, and frequently visited by 
missionaries, who engage the Arabs wandering into 
these shops in conversation, which is always guided 
into religious channels. In this way the truth of the 
Bible is brought into striking comparison with the 
teaching of the Koran, and the beginnings of the 
‘slowly developing Christian church in this land are 
made possible. * * * In the Bible shop of Bus- 
rah, in the very heart of the bazaar, I found trans- 
lations of the Bible in thirteen languages suited to 
the many people who walk and trade in the streets 
-of this busy city. * * * 

Not only in the supply of the Scriptures is the 
missionary work dependent upon the Bible Societies, 
‘but for the still more important work of the transla- 
tion into the many languages of the peoples of these 
Asiatic countries. * * * 

I came out of these experiences and observations 
with a profound sense of gratitude for the great work 
of the Bible Society, and a keen realization of its 
vital and fundamental character. With deep con- 
phos I say, ‘“‘God bless the American Bible So- 
ciety. ; 
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Samples of Individual and Agen- 
cies’ Reports 

In America: Mention has been made of { 
one colporteur in the Central Agency in his 
fifty-second year of work, his circulating 
748,000 volumes, his putpose to complete 
the circulation of 1,000,000, and his spirit sub- 
stantiating the appropriateness of his name, 
“Voung.’’ Another in West Virginia reports 
the circulation of 75,000 volumes in eleven 
years of service. 


From the Rocky Mountains comes this: 

I have worked 31 days; have traveled 455 miles; 
have visited 990 homes in 10 communities, and found } 
158 with the Bible. I have met with many nationali- 
ties: English, white and colored, Croatian, Serbian, 
Russian, Polish, Bohemian, Slovak, Ruthenian, Hun- 
garian, Italian, Armenian, 
Syrian, Greek, Jewish, 
French, Spanish, Mexican, 
Turkish, Albanian, Swed- 
ish, Roumanian, and Ger- 
man; 21 foreign-born nation- 
alities. 


Another reports from 
Wyoming: 

I have worked 16 days, 
have driven with horse and 
wagon 200 miles; visited 
207 families, and sold $2.75 
worth of Bibles—my expen- | 
ses were $37. ‘‘From a 
commercial standpoint this 
spells ‘failure’ in large type. 
From the standpoint of 
eternal values who can com- 
pute the compensation His 
blessing will insure?’’ com- 
ments the Agency Secretary. 


Rev. John Telfer, who 
gave his vacation months | 
to a campaign in Nevada 
and California, reports 65. 
days given to 2,000 calls, made by traveling 2,250 
miles, in which he distributed 237 Bibles, 125 Testa- 
ments, and 395 portions, working in 10 communities | 
located in 5 counties, 3 of them in Nevada, and 2 in 
California, and supplying Scriptures in the seven 
ig) at he had available, though others were called 
or. . 

A husband and wife, completing another year of ; 
work on the Pacific Coast, report the sale of 2,990 
Bibles, 3,098 Testaments, 4,552 portions, or a total 
of 10,640 volumes valued at $4,390.26. | 


Special gracious service among the lepers 
both in California and in the Hawaiian 
Islands marked the year. Would that space 
permitted the telling even the one story of 
Pedro-who, after twenty-five years of struggle 
with this dread disease, was led into a living 


- and glad assurance of the life to come, through 


the Scriptures tactfully urged upon: his at= 
tention. a 


In a town containing a great number of 
nationalities, where there was no church 
organization, a faithful Christian woman wa: 
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ided in maintaining a Sunday-school by the 
supply of sixty Bibles as a partial grant grate- 
sully received as a Christmas gift. 


Abroad: Turning to some of the Foreign 
\gencies, again only a few samples must 
suffice. 


From Egypt we learn that 17 colporteurs 
worked the entire year, spent in service 
),222 days, traveled 20,729 miles, visited 
588 towns and villages, and received in con- 
nection with Bible work $371.95 from churches 
and $148.80 from individuals. 


Siam reports sales from the Bible shops 
sarger than ever. 


From the distrought and’ poverty-stricken 
regions of the Levant comes the report that 
sales from the depository have been good, 
uigher selling prices seeming not to have 
interfered with 
sales, for despite 
she increase in 
prices, ‘‘the time- 
honored policy of 
the Bible Society of 
‘keeping its prices at 
the lowest possible 
margin still makes 
Seriptures the 
cheapest article on 
sale.” 


From the La 
‘Plata, Mr. Penzotti 
‘reports that, while 
his territory was 
diminished by the 
‘setting apart of the 
Upper Andes Agen- 
cy, the total circu- 
lation in the remaining area was greater than 
in the whole area the year before; and con- 
‘tributions on the field, collections and per- 
sonal donations amounted to $2,652.94. 


“In Northern China, Mr. Strong, in charge, 
‘reports 800,695 volumes sold and not a single 
portion in stock at the end of the year. It 
is he who said that, had they been available, 

he could have circulated 2,000,000 more 
volumes of the Scriptures during the year. A 

glad feature of the year was the re-open- 
ing of 240 centers of Scripture circulation 
in this sub-Agency of China. Decreased 
appropriations of previous years had closed 
them. 


From a worker in far Western China, 
the Rev. J. Huston Edgar, F.R.G.S., known 
for his expeditions into Tibet, may be taken 
this record of accomplishments: 

__ Thave sold about 20,000 portions of the Scriptures 


ty 
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. and have traveled about 1,600 miles“in doing so. 


Many of the places have been visited repeatedly. I 
have made two journeys in the Lama country and 
have had nothing but pleasant experiences to relate. 
During the past months, brigands have been most. 
numerous. On one occasion, I ran inadvertantly into 
a company of five hundred of them. Being non- 
plussed and uneasy, I began to sell them books and 
insisted on getting the money. In this year’s bap- 
tisms about half a dozen came in owing to their 
having read the Gospel portions. Last year a man 
in Chun-Ching-Chow bought a Matthew and was 
converted. In September, I baptized him. 


Lives Changed 


And after all, this touching of individual 
lives is the greatest accomplishment, and the 
real end, of the circulation of these millions 
of volumes. Friends of the Bible and of the 
Bible Society rejoice in the constant stream 
of results which the reports of the Bible 
Society annually present. While the unaided 
Scriptures accom- 
plished marvels, 
still it is the tact- 
ful, sympathetic, 
patient, courageous 
effort, the word 
and presence of the 
colporteur .or cor- 
respondent or vol- 
unteer worker 
which more often 
than not win at- 
tention to the Good 
News. 


In America: The 
incidents following 
are culled all from 
the reports of the 
one year, 1920. 


It was a New Testament given to a small boy by 
a colporteur with the quotation, ““Remember thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth,” written on the 
fly-leaf, which, falling into the hands of the father of 
the boy, stirred memories of other days and Christian 
parents, and led him back to the path of Christian 
living. ; 


At the close of an evangelistic meeting in South 
Carolina, a young man and his wife came to the 
Jeader with grateful thanks. Sometime before, this 
worker had found the husband playing cards in the 
rear of an old shop, and had offered him and his com- 
panions the Scriptures. Prompted by the unusual 
offer of a Bible to anyone of them who would stop 
playing cards and promised to read it, the young 
man had accepted the proposition. He had never 
handled cards from that day; and was considered by ~ 
his pastor one of the best workers in his church. 


A colporteur, working in a seemingly respectable 
community, one day found a door opened by a 
woman whose appearance, apparel, and general sur- 
roundings instantly told the story of sin. As instantly 
the colporteur said that he had come with the book 
that contained God’s message of hope and cheer; 


and, quoting blessed promises so peculiarly adapted 
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to such a case, caught the attention of the woman, - 


who, through further conversation and earnest prayer, 
was led from the darkness and bondage of sin into 
the radiant light of the gospel. 


An infidel, over sixty years of age and aggressive, 
with malicious enmity seeking to belittle and ridicule 
God and the Book, was found sick and helpless at 
the hospital, but unrepentant and stubborn when 
approached with the gospel message. Patience, 
sweetness, and tact on the part of the messenger 
through successive days and weeks, finally won a 
hearing, and he welcomed the proffered Scriptures 
with the glad and sad remark, ‘‘My first Bible.” 


A faithful colporteur, camping in the tall timber of 
the Rocky Mountains, found in a small cabin nearby, 
a young couple who had just taken up a claim. Re- 
fined and educated, they were yet not Christians. 
Before the evening was ended, both joined in earnest 
prayer and accepted the gospel message; and subse- 
quent letters have gladdened the colporteur by the 
loyalty and vitality of their Christian life. 


To another worker came the story: ‘‘For twenty 
years I was a drunkard without fear of God or man. 
I suppose I have drunk thousands of dollars’ worth 
of liquor in this time, and what have I gained in that 
time? Reading of the Bible changed my life. Ihave 
lost my love of drink; I have a desire to serve Christ 
and to dwell at peace with all men.” 


Abroad: Similar stories of individual lives 
changed, come from foreign fields as well. 
The question ‘Does It Pay?” has a clear 
answer. 


Years ago a colporteur sowed the seed in 
Tumaco, Colombia. So far as is known no 
missionary before or since visited that place. 
Yet Christians are now there, Sunday-school 
is conducted, and a letter appeals for a church 
and pastor. 

In fanatical interior Colombia, when the 
advent of colporteurs was greeted by the ring- 
ing of bells and the calling of the people 
together to be threatened by the priest with 
what would happen if any bought the “im- 
moral book”’ from enemies of the Virgin, one 
man quietly invited the leader of the col- 
porteurs to his humble home. With every 
door closed, ‘he got a large iron key and opened 
a big box; took from it a little box, and, un- 
locking it, extracted a package from which he 
unwrapped a Bible. It had been given him 
years before by a missionary on a colportage 
trip. He had read it daily, but feared to let 
others know, lest he lose it and be boycotted. 
Asked if a service could be held in his house, 
he hesitated. He knew what the price might 
be. At last he said, ‘‘ Yes, for Jesus’ sake you 
may.’ What a day of rejoicing it would 
have been for Paul to have found such a man 
in his missionary travels! Yes, there is a 
nucleus for another Christian church some 
day. 

_ Esteban Kuruz was a Slovenian tough, who settled 
in South America in 1909 and was employed in the 
construction of a mole in Rosario, 32 meters under 


water. In his leisure hours he was the terror of all 
citizens, and even of the tavern keepers to such a 
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degree that they raised the money necessary to pay 
passage for him to the United States. But he refused 
to leave. Time passed. One day, at a railway sta- 
tion, a colporteur offered him the New Testament, 
which he snatched and threw to the other side of the 
rails, pulling out a well-filled bottle from his pocket 
and crying, ‘‘ This is my New Testament.” The col- 
porteur so deeply felt the mantis sad condition that he 
knelt down where he was, to pray to God to save him. 
Three months later another colporteur, meeting him 
in Buenos Ayres, also offered him a New Testament. 
This he accepted, having been conscience smitten by 
the reception he had accorded the previous colpor- 
teur. The reading of the Scriptures first made him 
so miserable that he asked his companion to kill him. 
At last peace came to him, and he is now an active 
Christian, gladly spreading the Good News of the 
Salvation in Christ. 


In vast China where more Scripture por- 
tions are circulated than in any other nation 
in the world, it is not strange to find that the 
gospel message has reached the hearts of 
many who have never heard, or even seen a 
Christian preacher. 


An old Chinese gentleman over eighty years of 
age brought to a Christian missionary a small box 
securely locked. We wondered what it contained. 
He was so old and agitated that his hands fumbled 
helplessly on the lock as he tried first one key and 
then another. At last, with the assistance of the 
Chinese preacher, and the exclamation, ‘‘So precious! 
so precious!’’ he drew forth two Scripture portions| 
which colporteurs had distributed the day before. 
The dear old man, on the brink of the grave, was saved 
through this Scripture distribution, and some weeks 
later was baptized. 


A young Chinese soldier who had led a rough life’ 
in the army for six years, when marching from San 
Hing to Kup Sui Hu, found a little book lying in the 
toad. He read it and became deeply interested, for 
it was the gospel, of which he had never heard. The 
next morning, ordered to march early, the book wa 
forgotten. His regret was deep. Later, in another 
city, he noticed the words over a store, ‘‘Fuk Yam 
Tong’’ (Happy Soul Hall). Restless and hungry o 
soul, through the reading of that stray Gospel, he 
joined the crowd gathered, heard the gospel explained 
and ultimately became a true follower of Jesus, was 
baptized, received an honorable discharge, and is now 
in direct Christian work. 


“T have lost everything I had, but I have kept 
this,’”’ said an Armenian woman holding up a New 
Testament, worn with use, to a worker who had heard 
other Armenians say: “If we had no faith in God 
His Word has 


we would have perished long ago. 
been our stay and defense.” 


Does It Pay? 


An Armenian mother and 
her child rescued from the 
horrors of the war 
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Unfinished Tasks 


THE greater a work, the more real and vital will be its unfinished tasks. 

A society whose service girdles the globe and whose purpose is to minister 
‘not alone to the welfare of mankind in general, but particularly to man the 
‘individual, is one that has been entrusted with large tasks—tasks not quickly 
accomplished; tasks which are renewed by the birth of each generation, and 
‘enlarged, not shortened, by the advance of civilization. 

Of some of the chief factors in the more rapid and complete accomplish- 
iment of its great task the American Bible Society is very mindful. 


Workers 


Take but two illustrations, one at home 
and one abroad. 


Scriptures 


More Scriptures are in demand and are 
‘sorely needed both at home and abroad. 
‘This ‘‘Story’’ will have failed sadly to have 
‘conveyed a true picture if it has not shown 
‘this conclusively. Production needs to be 
: not only maintained, but increased. 


At Home: At the very heart of our popu- 
lation and country lies our Northwestern 
Agency. With careful thought and detailed 


- 4,000,000 volumes. 


The last two years it has been less than 
The previous average 
had been 5,000,000. In 1916, it was over 


7,000,000. 


And always the demand has been beyond 
the supply in some, if not in all, parts of the 
world for which we are responsible. 


Translations and Revisions 


That 725 languages and dialects have had 
some part of the Scripture translated and 
printed in them, is a great tribute to, and 
triumph of, Christian devotion to the Bible. 
But the whole Bible is in only 159 of these 
725 languages. The New Testament is in 
only 138 more. More than one half of these 
languages still wait for the New Testament 
and the whole Bible. 


During 1920, chiefly through the activity of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, some 
volume of the Scripture has appeared in a 
new language or dialect on an average of 
one every five weeks. Yet, there are still 
languages and dialects without any part of 
the Scripture. The gospel is, in fact, now 
being translated in 40 languages and dialects 
for the first time. 

The need of translations has not ceased. 

Revisions will long be needed. ; 

Christian America has not been taking her 
share in this vital, magnificent work. The 
British Empire, through the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, has borne the lion’s share 
of the work and the expense. 


‘Bi s it not time for America to accept and carry 
a larger share ? 


information, the Agency Secretary submitted 
his estimates of needs at the end of 1920 for 
his territory, consisting of Indiana, Illinois, 
Iowa, Nebraska, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, North and South Dakotas, teeming with 
great foreign populations. He modestly 
asked for: 

One colporteur for the Italians (408,000 in his field), 
2 for Bohemians (Chicago with 120,000 is the largest 
Bohemian center in the world), 4 for the Poles 
(1,406,436 in his field), 1 for the Finns, 1 for the 
Slovaks, 1 for the Roumanians. By states, he further 
asked 2 colporteurs in Michigan, 5 in Illinois, 1 in 
Indiana, 3 in Wisconsin, 2 in Minnesota, 1 each in — 
Iowa, Nebraska, North and South Dakotas. 


Does that seem extravagant—even ade- 
quate? This program for the year called for 
$72,700. 

What happened? 

The funds in sight and hoped for, allowed 
the Society to appropriate only $22,500! 


During the year under review there was 
but one regular colporteur in each of the 
states of Indiana, Michigan, and Minnesota; 
not even a single colporteur in all of Illinois, 
Iowa, Nebraska, Wisconsin, or South Dakota! 


Are more workers needed ? 


Abroad: In great China there were just 6 
colporteurs employed and paid by the Ameri- 


‘can Bible Society. Magnificent work is being 


done by missionaries, mission workers, and 
volunteers, but there are vast regions where 
there are no missionaries, no mission workers, 
no Christians to volunteer. 


Are more workers needed ? 


There are unentered regions, and there is 
need of establishing more Agencies for the 
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efficient and adequate prosecution of work for 
which responsibility has been accepted. 


Bible Houses 

“Light Houses” they’ are well called. 
Cristobal, Constantinople, and Manila have 
them. What a boon and power they are! 
Others are needed in Mexico City, San Juan, 
Rio de Janeiro, Buenos’Ayres, Lima, Bang- 
kok, Peking, Shanghai, Hangkow, Canton, 
and Tokyo. 

A special appeal is being made for one at 
Rio de Janeiro in connection with the ap- 
proaching celebration of her centennial by 
Brazilin 1922. For its cost, help is promised 
from friends of the Bible in Brazil. Besides 
being a fitting present from Christian America 
to Brazil on the occasion of her centenary, it 
would commemorate the ezghty-fifth year of 
work of the Bible Society begun in 1837 
through the Rev. D. Kidder, the forty-fifth 
year of the Agency from its first report in 
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The great event of the year in our Chinese interests is the promotion of the use of the new phonetic script. 


being used in this campaign. 
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1877 under the Rev. A. L. Blackford, and 
the thirty-fifth year of work by the present 
honored Agency Secretary, the Rev. Dr. H. 
C. Tucker, who took charge on September 7, 
1887. 


All these unfinished tasks mean money or 
men. Men and money are not enough—of 
themselves are not of avail. 


Prayer, and Personal Interest in 
the Work and Workers 


The appeal comes in the reports for this 
most vital support. The unfinished tasks can © 
be met, and will be met, if, and only if, that | 
which can be wrought by prayer, is wrought. | 
Personal interest in, and messages to, the 
workers are a tonic that the workers often 
need, and always greatly appreciated. They 
are but human. Human support and spirit- 
ual power will greatly help toward the ac- 
complishment of the unfinished task. 
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* The issues of the Society are circulated by various methods, 
- are the distribution by our Home and Foreign Agencies and such 
| direct appropriations in funds or books. 
-sionary boards at home and abroad, the general trade, 
larly reported year by year. 


It is presumed that sooner 
7 Colporteurs. 


t Correspondents. 


ISSUES 
Bibles 
265,568 


* CIRCULATION—as reported by the Agencies 


WORKERS 


or 
|| Volunteers. 


The indirect methods are t 


It is therefore impossible to state t D t 1 
later all the issues of the Society are put into circulation. 
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Testaments Portions Total 
493,148 588,230 1,346,941 
240,804 2,163,890 2,467,593 

Boots 24,205 50,867 
757,319 2,776,325 3,865,401 
= ——— — VoLUMES ——<——— ——— 
Bibles Test. Portions Total 
9,318 7,566 14,227 roy fea 
5,405 4,944 . 25,310 35,659 
27,714 19,161 75,780 122,655 
14,516 17,617 40,896 73,029 
15,059 21,049 16,628 52,736 
32,500 55,698 60,086 148,284 
16,601 22,283 42,309 81,193 
9,105 14,591 8,690 32,386 
12,756 15,061 55,495 83,312 
4,904 4,612 19,513 29,029 
9,036 5,774 33,569 48,379 
5,094 4,095 17,533 26,722 
1,342 1,846 11,069 14,257 
6,299 9,988 APPLE 33,564 
125112 13,039 25,556 50,707 
10,281 10,131 19,398 39,810 
3,414 5,599 22,344 31,357 
121 461 75,318 75,900 
15,084 37,561 1,704,974 1,757,619 
8,878 89,905 69,933 168,716 
7,113 Pass} 92,915 112,181 
226,652 373,134 2,448,820 3,048,606 


Languages Used in 1920—149 in all 


Asia 
. Amoy 
| Arabic 
. Arabic (Blind) 
, Armenian (Ancient) 
, Armenian (Modern) 
_ Armenian (Blind) 
_ Armeno-Turkish 
| Baba-Malay 
Bengali 
| Burmese 
' Cambodian 
' Cantonese 
' Cantonese (Roman) 
' Chinese, Easy Wenli 
_ Chinese, Mandarin 
' Chung Chia (Roman) 
| Foochow Colloquial 
| Georgian 
| Gujarati 
| Gurumukki 
Hainanese (Roman) 
Hakka Colloquial 
Hebrew 
Hindi 
Hinghua (Roman) 
Hwa-Miao 
Japanese 
Javanese 
Kopu 
Korean 
Kurdish 


Lao — 
Laotian 


~ 


Lisu 
Malay 
Malay (Roman) 
Malay (Arabic) 
Mandarin 
Mandarin, Romanized 
phonetic seript 
Mon-Talaing 
Panjabi 
Persian 
Sanscrit 
Santali 
Shan 
Shanghai Colloquial 
Shanghai (Roman) 
Siamese 
Siamese (Blind) 
Siamo-Lao 
Sinhalese 
Sindhi 
Soochow Colloquial 
Syriac (Ancient) 
Syriac (Modern) 
Syrian 
Taichow 
Taichow (Roman) 
Tamil 
Telugu 
Tibetan 
Turkish 
Turkish 
‘Arabic characters 
Turkish 


Turkish 

Greek characters 
Ukro-Kurdish 
Urdu 
Urdu (Arabic) 
Wenli 

Toran 69 


Europe 


Albanian 
Bohemian 
Bohemian-Slavic 
Braed-Scot 
Bulgarian 
Croatian 
Danish 

Dutch 

English 
Esperanto 
Esthonian 
Flemish 

Finnish (Gothic) 
Finnish (Roman) 
French 

Gaelic 

German 

Greek (Ancient) 
Greek (Modern) 
Hebrew-Spanish 
Hungarian 
Icelandic 

Trish 


Armenian characters Italian 


Latin 
Lettish 
Lithuanian 
Norwegian 
Norwegian (Roman) 
Polish 
Portuguese 
Roumanian 
Russian 
Ruthenian 
Servian 
Slavic 
Slovak 
Slovenian 
Spanish 
Swedish 
Welsh 
Yiddish 
English Braille 
Moon 

Torau 43 . 


Africa 


Ambharic 
Benga 
Bulu 
Dikele 
Luragoli 
Sheetswa 
Tonga 
Zulu 
Torat 8 


Polynesia 


Chamorro 
Gilbert Islands 
Hawaiian Islands 
Tlocano 
Kusaien 
Marshall Islands 
Mortlock 
Nauru 
Pampangan 
Panayan 
Pangasinan 
Ponape 
Ruk 
Tagalog 

Torau 15 


America 


Cherokee 

Choctaw 

Dakota 

Guarany 

Muskogee 

Navaho 

Ojibwa 

Quechua 

Seneca 

Zapotec 

Line Letter 

American Braille 

Revised Braille 
Grade 14 

New York Point 
Toran 14 


some of which are direct and some indirect. The direct methods 

representatives in fields not covered by the Agencies as receive 
he distribution by the Auxiliary Bible Societies, certain mis- 
Only the circulation effected by the direct method is regu- 
he eomplete circulation of the issues of the Society for any one year. 
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A Little Homily on Spiritual Reciprocity 


Bibles have worked in behalf of bonds for many years. 


A noted statistician says that the security of your 
bonds lies not in the value of the property involved, 
nor in the strength of the vaults that contain the magic 
documents, but in the honesty of society—an honesty 
which has been developed and sustained through the 
ministry of the churches. 


This ministry is founded on the Bible. The character 
that makes a bond of any value whatever is the product 
of Bible teaching and influence. 


Now bonds may work in behalf of the Bible. Annuity 
Bonds of the American Bible Society promote the 
Society’s great work of Bible publication and distribu- 
tion throughout the world. And they give you an in- 
come as long as you live. 


A postcard request will bring a booklet describing the 


life annuity system and its advantages. It is entitled 
“Bibles and Bonds.” . 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE 
NEW YORK CITY 


Safety, convenience, permanence, high rate of income, 
freedom from anxiety, taxes, and care of property— 
_ these are some of the strong advantages of annuity bonds. 


AS HIGH AS 8%. 


American Bible Society, 
- Bible House, Astor Place, New York City. — 
Gentlemen: Please advise me regarding a safe and productive Christian investment, with 
annuity income for a person years of age. 
Name Mdrtss eee ee ee sat aes 
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Universal Bible Sunday 


NOVEMBER 27, 1921 


g fade year Universal Bible Sunday falls on Novem- 
ber 27th—or either adjacent Sunday. 

The observance of one Sunday in the year when the 

Book and its_message, its circulation, and its influence 

are emphasized, is one of the most worth while features 

of a well-planned church program. 


Make Bible Sunday atime for itself. Why not realize some 


stimulating Bible reading, for 
erecting family altars, for com- 
mitting Scriptures to memory, 
for encouraging children to own 
their own Bible, for procuring 
personal copies of the Bible, for 
placing it in Bibleless homes, 
for helping its circulation the 
world around, for making com- 
munity Bible canvasses, and 
in many other ways magnify- 
ing the ministry of the Book 


or all of these results in your 
church ? 


We offer free helps for the ob- 
servance of the day, especially 
adapted for either the regular 
church service or for Bible 
school. They will be ready 
early in the fall. A postcard 
request will assure your re- 
ceiving them as soon as they 
are published. 


ri 


Literature will be sent without request to 
all who used the literature of the American 
Bible Society for Bible Day in rorg or 1920 


American Rep Society 
BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK CITy 
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